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MISARMAMENT 


SIXPENCE 


Cenotaph 


Let us have, then, a memorial 

That will not disfigure the countryside 

With memories 

And let there be 

But for the understandable pomp of second-hand mourners 
Only a dreariness, semblant of death 

Rejuvenated periodically. 


On this hygenic tombstone no wreath shall wither 
Hither in obsequy 
Walk the elect 


Hugs of the nations drape together 
Banners and trophies 
Theirs to protect 


Crowned heads bow in scheduled reverence 
Deliverence from evil 
Formally asked 


The mortuary slab points slenderly heavenwards 
Catafalque for comrades 
Long since passed 


Fire without smoke from the guns of victory 
Sanctity in silence 

erie and bricf 

Children murmur in the chill of majesty 
chooled in the pious 

Crafismanship of grief 


Marlyred fo stone in dim remembrance 
Veterans march 

Heroic on 

Poppies breathe nostalgic fragrance 
Blood turned perfume 

With the years that have gone 


in recompense for the slaughtered million 
Horses champ 
With muilled tread 


Pallid torch of the Right inviolate 
White fame fuelled 
With the souls of the dead, 
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MEETINGS 


LIShENING MEETINGS, Lecture Demonstrations 
by De. Ruchel Pinney, San. Novy. 12, 3.0 pom, 
443 Pudham He, SWE FEA 7008, Meeting to 
discuss proposed project to take tistening team 
round Britsin then abroad. Fforsham Town Wall, 
6.0 pov. Tues, Nov. 14; Dorking Masonic Fall, 
7.30 pan. Mon., Nov. 20; Sevenoaks: Cornwall Vall, 
Whe Drive, 7.30 pan, Tues., Nov, 21; Norbury: The 
Library, Bealcive Ave., 7.30 p.m. on, Nov, 27; 
Se. Alban: Court Howse, 7.30 7 { » Nov. 30; 
Koiwford: The Laurie Hall, Ma Iho 7.30 p.m. 
Thors., Dee, 2p Coventry Friends Meeting House, 
Wil Se, 7.30 pana. Mona. Dec, 4. Further fixtares 
pending. AU ecaquicies to Dr. 0 Pinney, 443 Fulham 
Hd., S.W.10. PLA 7008 (not) Wed; Messages, 


REN 2223. 
MEREING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
ollices, went 10--40, very reasonable charges, re- 


freshinent facilities, piuna. Apply The Warden, § 
Caledonian Rd., Kiag’a Cross, Londow, Nt 


IRS, on Medicine, 


TERMS 1 


PROF. ALEX, HADDOW, 
Science and War, Sunday. Nev. 22, 21.0 aan, 
Couway Gall, Holborn, W.C.L. Discussion, Tuesday, 
November 14, 7.30 pau. * One World or Nane? 
Noraan J. Bart, ASC, 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


PAX HOUSE offers you individual attention, com- 
fort, vegetarian and non-vegetarian food. H and C, 
Centrally situated, wishin easy reach of sea. 17 
Melville Rd ‘Pel. HOVE: 70045, 


PERSONAL 


AFTER 30 VEARS of misery 1 found the way to 
relievo catarrh. My method iw the result af many 
years’ research, and it is most successful, 3d. stamp 
for details: S. R. Underwood (Peace), 176 Regent 
Court, Sheffield 6. 


ATTENTION ARSTAINERS. Motor Insurance 
Company insuring abstainers only offer amazing low 
Details fram 


rates. Up to 50 per cent N.C.R. ) r 
Teniperance Brokers, local sepresentatives in all 
arcax. Morris Wuanter (PN), 37 Victoria Avenue, 


Southend-on-Sea, bssex, 


pocareinan apo aeeen ene nee ANN SNT LE 


FORUM ON FREEDOM 
Canon E, CARPENTER 
(Westminster Abbey; CND) 

JOHN GOLLAN 
(Editor, Marxism Today ') 

Monday, November 13, 7,30 p.m, 
Friends Meeting House, Euston Road 
Adm. Vs. 6d. Org.: ‘ Marxism Today ’ 


“| renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another” 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 

the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 

6 Endsleigh Street Londen, W.G.) 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION 
PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 
Service 3,30, Sunday, November 12 
Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd,, Kings X 
Discourse; Ronald Lightowler 
“Strength Through Peace” 


WHO’S THE GUY? 


FIMEAT wan the ques- 

tion asked in a 
Jeatiet which we distri- 
huted one Noventher § 
evening some years ago 
in the West Bad of 
London. The answer 
then was “ You, if you 
allow yourself to be 
conscripted", There is 
no doubt that the propesed recall of 
reservists and the extension of the period 
of National Service for some will present 
a challenge to many who, having done 
thelr periad of conscription, have be- 
come conscientions objectars ta taking 
any further part in preparations for a 
war over Berlin or for any other reason. 
We atiti need to make uvalluble advice 
und help which such men will require, 
and olrendy the Peace Pledge Union 
has been recelying enquiries. 

The explosion which would have 
followed a successful attempt to blow up 
the House of Commons would «till have 
heen Inslguifieant compared with the 
fotal destructiveness of moderu war. The 


Donations ta the Peace Pledge Union, which are used fer the work of the 
PRU, should be sent marked " Headquasters Fund," ta the PPU Treasurer at 
Dick Sheppard House, Enddetgh St. Lendon, W.C.1. 


a nae na ta 


CARPET PITERS, cleanera and repairers. New 
sarpets direct from wholesalers. Phone: TEM 2776 
day time or POR 3880 nights. Thames Carpat Co., 
16 New Row, W.C.2. 


CND SUPPORTERS’ NECK TIES, printed just 
helow knat with small black Campaign for Nuclear 
Idsarmament emblem. Pure Wool 5¢, cach, ‘Terylene 
4 6d. cach. Choose colours:—rayal-blue, pale 
blue, cherry-red, rust, green, yellow, grey. Special 
rates branch secretaries. Send postal order with 
requirements. Box No. 37 


DARLINGTON, SAMUEL (DICK), died on Oct. 


24, 1461; liusband of Nellie, Father of Deryk, 
Arthur, and) Richard, of Bourton-on-the-Hhill, late 
Rugby 

DUPLICATING, verbatim) oo shorthand, — typing 


Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 


(lapes, etc.), translating 
ENTerprise 3324. 


field Road, London, N IL. 


HYPNOSIS. Consultunt treats nervous condi- 
tions, disorders, personal habits and problems. G. 
Stocker, MBHA, 14 Belsize Crescent, Hampstead, 
NW.3. SWiss Cottage 4904 


IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op, please give thas 
aumber when making your next purchase : 1.336945 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received hy 
the Secrelaty, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd, 
London, N_1. 


MAKE FRIENDS ANYWHERE—opposite | sex 
(17-70). S.A.L. for details, Personal Column Lid., 
Falcon Tlouse, Burnley, Lancs. 


MERE INTERESFING PEOPLE through Informal 


hospitality of the Marriage Club Both London 
and country members invited Mrs. Prue White, 
14 Farllament Vill, London, N.W.3. 


WORTD TRAGUE Against Vivisection 
Protection of Animals," opposes all 
Details from 5 North View, 


“THE 
and For the 
cruelty and violence 
S.W.19, 


URGENT: HELPERS WANTED at Peace News 
Office, 5 Caledonian Road, N.1I, for packing and 
despatch of papers—Wed. evenings 5-9 p.m. and 
Thursday mornings. Also voluntary help urgently 
required on Christmas Cards, Monday to Friday, 
9,30-6 p.m. 


WAR RESISTEKS INTERNATLONAL welcomes 
aiftw of foreign stamps Please sen* io WRI, 8&8 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 


CFFERATURE 


BOOKS | BOOKS ! BOOKS !—TLists free on appll- 
cation to Bannister's, 4 Warwick Street, Worthing. 


CONTACT—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the strugg!s against apartheid 
and colonialism. 6 months 8s. 9d., 12 months I7s 
Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa. 


FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names 
and addresses of friends likely to be imterosted in 
Peace Mews hey will receive complimentary copies 
and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial sub- 
5 Caledonian 


scription for 23. 6d. Peace News, 
Road, King’s Cross, London, N.1. 

LIBRARIES bought: politics, economics, world 
aaa REV. 6807. The Wammersmith Bookshop, 
W.6. 

THE RAILWAY REVIEW. The only and best 


informed TU newspaper. Trade Union and political 
news, Ruilway Peebles and working conditions 
fentured iu every issue, Every Friday. 12 pages 44 


SARVODAYA—imonthly magazine of the Bhoo- 
dan Movement in India may be obtained from 
Housmans fiookshop, § Caledonian Rd., London, 
N.1, at 12s. yearly, or Is. (post 2d.) cach Issue. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


PRINTER'S READER Tequired. Part Pacifist 
work. Goud wages. Rox No. 42 
FOR SALE 

PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL STATIONERY : 


Manilla envelopes, 6” x 31", Els. 1,000 box: 9” x 
“, 13s. Gd. $00 bax. White envelopes, 6” x 3}, 
{7a. 6d. 1,000 box. Many other sizea/styles avail- 
able. Plain postcards 2s. 3d. 100; quarta ‘‘ Meko”’ 
copy paper, 69. 500 shects. Harley Bond Writing 
Pads from Ad. cach. Povtage extra, special quota- 
tions for saree quantities. AMl profits to Peace News. 
Write or cal] Mousmans, 5 Caledonian Road, King's 
Cross, London, N.J. {(TERminus 8248.) 


BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


TEEVOTAL MOTOR INSURANCE.—'Phone or 
write for quotation, Pay and Co., 45 Bulwer Rd., 
Laytorstone $081. All insurance business transacted. 


formal searching of the House of Cam- 
mons for explosives on November § 
contrasis ironically with the knowledge 
af the stockpile of nuclear weapons 
hidden away beyond the possibility of 
inspection or deieripration. Hut even if 
there is no reason to doubt the sincerity 
of those who rely on the paticy of the 
deterrent to prevent disaster, it in obvious 
that the risky such a policy involves are 
infinitely greater than the risks run by a 
policy af total unilateral disarmament. 

There is stil) need to show people that 
war is the enemy which must be re- 
nounced and that those who accept the 
unrealistle and impractical policy of 
relying on violence ure the guys of 
today. In seeking to who adherenfs to 
the pledge and promote the policy of 
total unilateral disarmament the PPU 
needs your help. One way you can give 
it is through a contribution to the PPU 
Headquarters Fund. 

STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 

Our aim for the year: £1,750. 
Total received to date: £736, 


Let every card and gift you send this Christmas 
work for peace, 


Buy and sell 


ENDSLEIGH 


Christmas Cards and Gifts 


(all proceeds to Peace News) 


Sellers urgently needed everywhere, discounts offered for 


local funds. Personal 


orders 


welcomed. Send s.a.e. for 


illustrated list of more than 60 attractive Christmas cards, 
book and stationery gifts for all ages, Calendars, Peace Diary, 


etc., etc. 


ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS CARD SAMPLES WITHOUT DELAY 


Full Range 
17s 6d 
58 assorted cards 


Latest Design 
10s 6d 
28 assorted cards 


Trial Packet 
2s 9d 
7 assorted cards 


including envelopes, price list and postage 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS @ 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


5 Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, London, N.1 


Taclude 

1OMN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 

eveni, speakers, Organisers (and secretary's address). 
Friday, November 16 

IPSWICEHE: 7.30 pam. Co-op Hall, Carr St, Judith 


Send oct cos to arrive first post Monday. 


Date, 


MP, and Harnaby Martin (Ihe American 
March). CND 


Saturday, November #1 


Mart, 
European 


BOURNEMOUTH ¢ 3) pom. Punshon Memorial 
Church Hse., Exeter kd. Meeting and films. 
Speaker : Mrs, Diana Collins, CND. 

CHELTENTIAM: 3.15 p.m, 90 Bath Rd. Stuart 
Morris: “A Pacifist Looks at Berlin,"' Western Area 
AGM, PPU. 

LONDON, W400 2.300 p.m. Turnham Green. 
Mass Poster Rally. Bring own posters. Hammer- 
smith CNB. 

HAVERPOOL : 3.0) p.m. Friends Meeting Hse., 


Prank Allaun, MP, and other speakers 


llunier St. ( 
the Peacemakers?’ Liverpool Peace 


"Who are 


Board. 

LONDON, W.h.: 3.15 p.m, Manette St, (by 
Foyles, Charing X Rd.) Open-air mtg. 4.15) p.m. 
Poster Purade, Westininster CN, 

LONDON, W.C.L: 9.0-5.30 p.m. Friends tnter- 
national Centre, 32 Tavistock Square, “' Running uo 
School without Violence.”’ Dorothy Hubbard. — 
PPU Education Committee, Sec. Jone 
9 West Street, [ertford. 

OXFORD: 7.0 pan. Barton Community Centre. 
“Thieves Fall Out" Speakers: Frida Ehlers, 
Chrystal Calef, Douglas Stuckey. Common Wealth, 
Saturday, November 11 — Suaday, November 12 
CRICH, MATLOCK : “ The Hriars'', Vegetarian 
Guest Hse. PPU Conference: ‘' The Challenge of 
Youth". Mr. Jean P. Inebnit (IVS). Pull weekend 
359. per person. Detaita: Mise Edith Cullingworth, 

3 Rast Ave., Leicester. 


Burgess, 


ST. IVES, Corawall: Weekend Conference, 
Treloyhan Manor. “ The Community and the Law 
Breaker "'. Chief speaker: R&R. Duncan Fairn, and 
others. FoR and PPU. 


Sunday, November 12 
LONDON, N.f. Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
King's X. Ronald Cightowler: ** Strength ‘Thrgugh 


Peace.” Universal Religion-Pacifist Fellowship. 
LONDON, W.C.b: to am. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Sa. Prof. Alexander Maddow, FRS, ‘* Medi- 
cine, Science and War."' South Place Ethical 
Society, 
Monday, November 13 

RUGBY: Brotherhood Hse., 730 pan. Young 
People's Forum on Enternational Affairs. PPU. 


ueaday. November 14 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 pm. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Sq. ‘One World or None?’ Norman J. 
Hart, H.Sc., South Place Ethical Society. 
Wedaesday, Navember 15 
EXE€TER 1: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse., Magdalen 


St. Barnaby Martin: ‘'' Humanity On The March~- 
the slory and effect of the American-Kuropean 
March.’ CNY). 


Congregational Church 


LONDON, N.91 8 p.m. 
‘' How Peace 


Hall, Lower Fore St. Hugh Brock; 
News serves world pacifism.”’ PRU. : 
LONDON, E.€.2 115-145 pom. St. Margaret's 
Church, Lothbury, Vera Rritlain, MA: “ War, 
Peace and You '', Standing Joint Pacifist Committee. 
Thursday, November 14 
LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting House, 
Tush Rd. (Nr. Green Man), Group Discussion, PPU 
Friday, November 17 
DIRMINGHAM: 7.30 p.m. The Arden Hotel, 
New St. Committee of 100 Supporters’ Mig. All 
Midland supporters welcome; further detailyi—Simon 

Hurdley, 4 Pakenham Rd., Birmingham {5. 
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Every week! 


SATURDAYS 

HERMINGHAM :) General Post) Office, Victoria 
Sq. Peace Newa selling, 2-5 pm. Volinteers please 
‘phone HAR 2362 

LONDON, W.111 Golborne Rd, off Portubello 
Market, north cad. Peees Bookstall in’ Murket. 
10 am.-S p.m. Welners for two-hour shifts are 
aceded, Apply to ths Secretary, BAY 2086, or 
Organiser, FLA 7906. PBorchester PPU. 

GLASGOW: @15 pm, Queens Park Gates, Vic- 
toria Rd. Opon-nir meeting 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 72 Oakwy Sq. N.W.I, Waek-ead 
work campe take place whenever pomible. ‘Phone 
BUS 3195  Wosk for needy sections of the oom- 


munity. SVS. 
THUBSDAYS 


LONDON, £.1b1 6 pan. Friends Mig. Ho., Bush 
Ka (near Circeen Man), B10 and EE Group PPU 


PT TLL Tiadda, Taaadl TT Meee) PT Gaadd TT Onn Toa) Cn ca CL ce Com 


Saturduy, November 18 

. LONDON, E.th: 0.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse. 

Bush Ra, Wanstead. Film performance, featuring 

uae xtra Day and full supporting programme. 
LONDON, W.12 2.0 p.m. National Rook League 

premises, Albemarle St. Gust off Piccadilly), AGM 

and Symposium, “' Children in the Nuclear Age.’ 


Speakers include Mes. Joyce Butler, MP, De. J. 
Fremlin, Rey, Paul Oestreicher and = Mrs, June 
Partington, BA Teachers’ CN. 


Sunday, November 19 
LONDON, N.t: 9.30 pm. Peace News, § Cale- 
doman Rd., King’s X, Peace Service; discourse, 
Antony Bates. Tea, questions, discussion. 
Monday, November 20 
RIRMINGHAM : 8 pan. 221 Vicarage Rd., Kings 
Meath. Mtg. of Kings Heath & Catteridye PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1: 6.30 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St. 
J. Allen Skinner: *‘ Current Affairs’) Refreshments 
6.00 p.m. PPU. 
Saturday, Novenher 25 
LONDON, N.W.L1 2,30-8.0 pom. Friends Ilse. 
Euston Rd. Film Viewing Session: recent films on 
disarmament, apartheid, Congo, etc., and the first 
film version of the San Francisco to Moscow march. 
Admission 2s. 6d., tea 1s. Gd. from Friends Peace 
Committee. Sok, 


Men and women of the world 
unite, you have nothing to lose 
but your fears of one another. 
1,000.000,000 of you are asked 
to support 


THE WORLD 
FRIENDSHIP 
LETTER 


An International Referendum 


The signatories of the World Friend- 
ship Letter call on the government of 
their own country and on the govern- 
ments of all other countries to cease 
spending money on the production of 
weapons of death and mass indis- 
criminate slaughter (including atomic 
and biologica! warfare), 


The signatories pledge themselves to 
do all in their power to promote 
World Friendship and urge the govern- 
ments of the world to spend more 
money on schemes which would enable 
ee peoples to work whole-heartedly 
‘or: 


(1) World = Friendship and — international 
understanding, 

@Q) Schemes ta help those In need, Irres- 
Pective of their nationality, politics, 
religion or personal status, 

(3) The promotion of wider cultural con- 


tacts between nations, 


lf you agree with this referendum 
then 


(1) Write and express your agreement to 
the Secretary, WFL, 30 Square Hill 
Road, Maidstone, Kent, Fnalacds 

(2) Distribute coples of it Cin English and 
other languages}. 

(3) Finance further advertisements in other 
Newspapers ac home and abroad, 

If the number of signatories js 


significant the results will be publicised 
in some suitable way from time to 
tire. 1,000,000,000 peaple have not 
yet signed but support has come from 
America, Belgium, Scotland and 
England. 


ra es ere easy elaPavenresrentnemee 
a arin 


Two Peace News editorials 


iT is very depressing to look round 


R 


the world today and to sce in how 
many countries political prisoners 
are rotting in prison, being tortured 
or executed; in how many countries 
the press is censored or suppressed; 
in how many countries clections are 
rigged; and how, in more subtle 
ways, civil liberties ure being eroded. 


is all the more depressing when the trend 
towards authoritarianism occurs in a 
country where the Government can 
genuinely claim to represent the people, 
where the Government was recently lead- 
ing @ movement for freedom and demo- 
eracy, Where there is a high idealism, a 
commitment to socialist principles and an 
attempt to create a new hind of culture 
and society. We expect better from Dr. 
Nkrumah’s Convention Peoples’ Party, 


adicals in Britain are embarrassed by the 
virulent attacks launched by the Right- 
wing press on Dr. Nkrumah; they know 
that such a press is motivated by basic 
hostility to African independence move- 
ments, that it ignores the very real prob- 
lems facing the newly independent states 
and that its commitment to liberty and 
democracy is much less noticeable when 
civil liberties are being infringed in this 
country or by some of our “ gallant 
allies ”. 


* 


However, radicals are also embarrassed by 


the well-meaning condescension of some 
liberals, who are so sympathetic to 
Ghana's diiliculties that they condone 
breaches of civil liberties as neces- 
sary growing-pains, A few weeks ago 
the New Statesman wrote: “ Few nations 
have achieved statehood and democracy 
without a period of turbulent politics and 
authoritarian government.” Does — this 
kind of easy-going tolerance stretch to the 
mass liquidations carried out by Stalin? 
ft obviously doesn’t strain at the arrest of 
50 political prisoners under an Act which 
allows them to be incarcerated for five 
years without trial, Yet the same paper 
was very cloquent about the imprisonment 
of Bertrand Russell for one week for a 
deliberate, albeit non-violent, breach of 
the law; and castigated the police for 
telatively minor brutality in) ‘Prafalgar 
Square, 


We ure not suggesting the New Statesman 


Fe 


should lower its standards for civil liberty 
in Britain, but that it should set thera 
higher in Ghana. Well-meaning progress- 
ives were explaining in the 1930s that 
Stalin had his economic and political 
problems—which was quile trie. We 
believe that radicals have a double res- 
ponsibility in this kind of situation: to 
attack the ceactionary pressures being 
exerted against the new nation by their 
own Government or industry, and to 
refuse to adjust their standards of civil 
liberty for their friends. 


yr a long time there has been some cause 
for  cisquiet about Ghana, The 
Preventive Detention Act was brought 
in’ three years ayo, when there 
had been a number of — political 
assassinations, and there was genuine 
cause to fear that the Opposition, based 
largely on the Ashanti tribe in the North, 
night seriously disrupt) the country. 
Nkrumah has had to contend with the 
reactionary influence of some of the 
tribal chiefs. The other chief clement in 
the Opposition, the privileged inteHectuals 
who have in many cases been educated 
abroad, is also inimical to the CPP, 
which is much more broadly represent- 
ative. 


We recognise that the Parliamentary system 


with the traditional Opposition Party has 
serious limitations even in Britain, and 
is not necessarily the ideal model for 
African states, The idea of an Opposition 
may be somewhal inunical in a country 
where the prevailing mood is of national 
solidarity and certainly the Ghanaian 
Opposition indulged in very negative 


attacks on the Government. Lt is true that 
the real opposition and discussion takes 
place inside the CPP. There may be a 
case for one-party made othe party ts 
genuinely representative, if it is genuinely 
democratic in its internal organisation and 
if there is freedom for open debate, 
criticism and protest, 


But unfortunately in Ghana debate is not 
open and criticism is not tolerated. Since 
the Opposition paper the 4shanti Pioneer 
was taken over by the Government there 


called on MPs “ta protect the freedom 
We fought for by not making provision 
for summary iials and canyiction which 

will lead men to the fing squad ">the 
death penalty is cnvisaged for ucts of 
treason. fn this contest, if the expulsion 
of Gbedemah and Botsio represents 
anooadvance towards soetalisimn, if is 
disagreeably reminiscent of the kind of 
advance made after a purge in the Sovict 
Communist Party. 


The Ghana Govertment has alsa extended 
its influence to two institutions which in 
any democratic society should have com- 
plete independence; the Churches and 
the Trade Union movement. Pwo weeks 


Ghana needs help 


has not been a tree press in Ghana. Both 
the Ghana Times and Evening News are 
Government controtled; the latter is parti- 
cularly sycophantic and propagates the 
deification of Nkrumah. The only “ inde- 
pendent” paper in Ghana is the Graphic, 
one of the Daily Mirror group, which is 
inhibited by the fact that even the most 
trifling criticism of Ghana policy fays it 
open to violent attacks from the Govern- 
ment press. 


The division within the CPP does not take 
the form of constructive dialogue about 
policy but rather of a struggle for power. 
The recent demotion of Gbedemah and 
Botsio can be, and has been, represented 
as a defeat of the Right-wing and the 
advance of socialism. It is true that 
Gbedemah was sceptical of various social- 
ist measures, that Botsio was not in any 
case a very cilicient minister, and both 
enjoyed a standard of Jiving much higher 
than the vast majority of their country- 
men The fast is however also true af 
Nkrumah, and it is interesting that 
Gbedemah and Botsio were expelled from 
the cabinet at the same time that 50 
peaple were being arrested under the 
Preventive Detention Act. It should 
also be remembered that only Gbedemah 
had the courage to attack in Parliament 
the most retrograde piece of legislation 
yet put forward in Ghana, the provision 
made about four weeks ago to set up a 
special division of the High Court to 
hear cases against the State. Ghedemah 


ago the) «Government ordeted that 
branches of the CPP should be set up in 
all churches, and threatened the Catholic 
Church, which was suspected of obduracy, 
that obedience was the condition on 
which Catholicism would be tolerated in 
Ghana, 


‘The Frade Union movement hierarchy has 
always been closely tied to the Govern- 
ment. The General Secretary has a seat 
on the Cabinet. But rank and file leader- 
ship has sometimes rebelled and organised 
“ wild-cat strikes "| Leaders of the recent 
‘Takoradi strike are among those 40 
recently rounded up under the Preventive 
Detention Act. This is one of the most 
disturbing aspects of the arresis: not only 
is the Peoples’ Party attacking the Right 
wing of its own party and the middle-class 
intellectuals, but the rank and file leaders 
of the workers. 


Phe Takoradi strike was of course an em- 
barrassment to the Governinent. Jt was 
8% protest against the national austerity 
budget which impascd compulsory savings 
and hence a cut in wages. [t is interesting 
to remember thit the last time the Pre- 
ventive Detention Act was used on a 
nmiajor scale was dunag the economic un- 
reat just over a year aga, 


St is not surprising that Ghana is in econo- 
mic difficulties. Her generous expenditure 
io further ihe idea of Pan-Africanism, and 
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loans lo counties in distress hike Cruinea 
and Mali, do not help her already pre- 
carious sHuation. Phe clash between the 
immediate interests of the workers and 
the overall national necd is very teal, But 
to try to solve it by forbidding strikes and 
imprisoning strike Jeaders is inexcusable 
and in the long tun probably not even 
expedient, 


Ilowever, if Ghana's key problems are 
economic, this suggests @ number of con- 
sleuchive steps padicaly can take to assist 
Ghana economically and thereby make ti 
easier for Di, Nkrumah to repeal his 
mere oppressive legislation and to release 
all lus political prisoners. These steps are 
mA the omutial interest of Ghana and 
unilateralists in the West. hey ure: 


1 To fight against any attempt to withe 
draw aid trom the Volta Dain project 
on grounds of political discrimin: 
ation; 


tw 


~Jo oppose Britain's entry ta the 
Common Marker-which net only 
would draw Britain further into a 
Cold War and Capitalist: bloc, but 
would also increase Ghana's problems 
and the likelthood of exploitation of 
the African Commonwealth countries 
as primary producers; 


coe) 


. Vo explore seriously ways of building 

up trade with Ghana which do not 
involve econamic exploitation, but 
could be mutually belpful to both 
countries, This should be considered 
in the context of trade between the 
neutral European countries and the 
African countries and an alternative 
to the Common Market. 


Ghana's present neutralist stand is of great 
importance to the prospects of world 
peace; if Western countries are stamipeded 
into withdrawing economic aid this will 
not only increase Ghana's internal ditlicul- 
ties but tend to drive her inte the yang 
of the Sevigt bloc. If we are genuinely 
concerned that Ghana as a nation be free 
both from neo-imperialain and from 
Communist strings, and should bea able 
io develop her own socialism and her 
own pattern of culture, then we should 
be thinking seriously ahout our own 
economic policies and their relationship 
to Chana, 


HHTAMERUUUELELUGSUEEAGNEEEUEHAUUUUGLA LETHAL ELSA UGGS ETL GARAGES SHALE GAS TEHRAN 


JOR the last six weeks, Peace News 
has been discussing the political 
basis of unilateralism. We have 
argued that the Labour Party is not 
the political instrument we should 
be working through, that a much 
more thorough examination of what 
unilateralism really means is necessary 
in order to define the most effective 
method of working for if now, and 
that the Committee of 100’s activities, 
thouh vital, need to be supplemented 
by a broader political and social 
mavement, 


Most of our New Lelt and other con- 
tributors to the discussion have felt that 
We were too pessimistic and toa utopian: 
that unilateralism has tu be forced through 
within ibe present power structure, and 
that we should continue to wark either 
through the Labour Party--or the Com- 
mittee af ]00--or both. 


The only specifically new suggestion that 
has been made is putting up independent 
unilateralist candidates at by-elections, 
This can be seen eliher as part of the 
campaign tO win over or transtorn the 
Labour Party, or as an independent 
initiative, leading perhaps to the formation 
of a new party ar the parliamentary wing of 
a broader political movement. Whatever 
the tlumate results in the shori term putting 
up independents would achieve the follow- 
ing: 

(4) it would inevitably constitute a 
challenge to the Labour Party and 
litluence the struggle within the 
party: 

(2) It would enable the electors to 
register a protest vote on the Bomb ; 

3) ft would carry the ¢onstituiuonal 


side of the campaign into a new 
palitical phase ; 


(4) lt would provide a focal puint for 
serious ¢cducational work and 
publicily. 


Cantpaigners have often argued that they 
are disenfranchised on the Bomb. Whilst 
the election of a number ef umlateralists 
io «6 Parliament) would not cunsiitute 
enfranchisement—-Parliament has a limited 
and somewhat irrelevant role to play in the 
present set-up-—nevertheless this would mean 
specific representation for the anikiteralists 
in Parliament and would have real valne. 
The presence of an independeng candidate at 


In two October issues af Peace News, 
Tom Kahn argued cogently that though the 
non-violent dirget action movement in: the 
Deep South is a dynamic revolutionary 
foree of great effectiveness, the revolution 
can not be completed, ar civil rights far 
the Nepro fully realised, untd it finds 
elective political expression which changes 
the political machinery of oppression. Ta 
the same way the Comaiiitee af 160 may 
be the spearhead of (he unilateralist move- 
ment, but we will oot have unilateralisin 
wotil there have been profound political 
changes. 

We would fike to seo a social movenient 
parallel with the Conwmittes of 100) in 


A new political basis 


a by-election would mean also that the 
Bomb features as an important issue, and 
force {he other candidates to Take up a 
position. One of ihe greatest failures of 
the CN wag its inability lo make tha 
Bomb feature at all as an fasue last ime 
the conniry decided on ity new Government 
at the General Election. 


Fighting by-elections is no substitute for 
zivil disubediense or industrial action, 
which can play a much mare immediate 
role in influencing policy and could 
eventually bo decisive. But as Douglas 
Stuckey puinted out in his fetter faar week, 
it is sehizaphrenie to go io prison in pro- 
lest against the Bomb and then cleet a 


proBamh MP. ft is negative in the 


extreme to disenfranchise oneself per- 
manently and confine aneself fo x continual 
resistance campaign when there are con- 
stituitonal methods of influescing the clec- 
tian of MPs and of the aext government. 


industry and local govdrment. which prov 
vides 4 popular and democratic social base 
1a anilaperalist political party, We would 
aba hike ta see representatives af 
unilaterslism in Parliament whe could act 
aa spokesinen for a broader campaign and 
who could challenge the evisting parties 


Whatever the uliimate rate of Parliament, 
at this slage we welcome the erystalliaalion 
of tadical forces arid the emergence of ew 
unilstenalist, socialist, panies in Norway 
and Denmark, We hetiese a final aligis 
ment of radical furces aud some bind of 
split has to fake place in our Labour Pariy 
and the Labour movement We need 
4 political grouping committed | ta 
unuateralisnr and ncutratisn, and againat 
invalvement ia tie NATO bloc and ihe 
Common Market; & grouping whieh 
supponi a genuinely sucinlist and decens. 
tralitet policy. We welcome all exaportinents 
which may Bring ua any neaier this goal, 
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Fraud and bludgeoning 
im World War ii 


“WYE have enough ouclear striking 


power of our own to pul most 


of Russia’s big. cities out of exist- 


ence.” Lord Plome’s remark last 
Friday came as no surprise to any- 
body because it siniply underlined 
what we all knew already: that 
obliteration bombing on a fantastic 
scale is the basis of military policy. 


This was not wways so, and it is mstructive 
to see how the policy developed. It was 
initiated by the Fascists tn Spain with 
their bombing of Guernica in) 1937, and 
developed to its logical conclusion in 
World War Uf. Phe story of the RAP's 
“area” bombing of Germany, in which 
civilians and their homes suifered far 
more heavily than soldiers and armament 
factories, hay recently been published* 
and deserves attention, 


* 


Trenehard, it) recalls, believed that future 
wars would be won by shattering blows 
from the sky against civilian populations 

fighter defence was in his view “in a 
sense only a concession ta the weakness 
of the civilians’ and this outlook was 
shared by Sir Arthur Co Bomber “) Harris, 
Commander in Chief of Bomber Coin- 
mand from Pebroary, 1942, until the end 
of the war. Before his time there had 
been real atternpts to bomb military in- 
stallations, but the Butt Report of August, 
1941, based on the interpretation of 
photographic evidence, revealed that 
during the two previous months, out of 
all aircraft that even claimed to have 
located and attacked their target, only 
one-third got within five miles of it; or 
in the case of targets in the Ruhr, one- 
tenth. At this time aerial bombing was 
“ justified ” by an appeal to its accuracy 
against military targets, 

For the hast three years and more of the 
war against Germany, however, the bomb- 
ing of civilians remained the cornerstone 
of policy, culminating in the carnage of 
Dresden, Berlin, Chemnitz and Kottbus, 
The sole purpose of this was to attach 
German morale or “ will to resist”. 


* 


There was ono protest’ from the self- 
appointed guardians of the nation’s con- 
science. In 1940, before obliteration 
bombing got under way, the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York declared :— 

“Phe moral issue involved in the 
victory of the allies is of greater im- 
portance than the harsh fact of fighting 
by methods that one deplores. The 
position would be different if the 
bombing of open towns were under- 
taken, not as a reprisal, but ag part of 
our national policy... .”" 


*Sir Charles Webster and Noble Frank- 
lund; The Strategic Air Offensive Against 
Germany, 1939-1945. In four volumes. 
(HM, Stationery Office, 42s. each). 
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bcd 


‘The “ correct” view changes. In the early Forties all good Germans— 


especially officers—-were dead Germans. 


Now they are saluted and 


obeyed, as this British gunner demonstrated to the Pahzer Colonel in 
South Wales this summer, 


Nothing, of course, became different. Those 


who both support warfare and claim the 
moral leadership of the nation did then 
exactly what they always do: they re- 
treated before the latest terror behind 
some further ultimate. Today when it is 
difficult to contemplate anything more 
unspeakable than nuclear bombing, they 
have retreated finally behind the deter- 
rent theory. It is a prodigious exercise in 
moral leadership 


* 


Only towards the very end of the war was 


the policy of obliteration bombing 
seriously challenged—because its military 
effectiveness was questioned. Prime 
Minister Churchill drafied a minute for 
the attention of the Chiefs of Staff and 
the Chief of Air Staff which—undertining 
the propaganda fraud of the policy 
began: 

“It seems to me that the moment 
has come when the question of the 
bombing of German cities simply for 
the sake of increasing terror, though 
tinder other pretexts, should be re- 
viewed.” 


After the war Albert Speer, former German 


Minister of Armaments and War Pro- 
duction, was questioned about the effects 
of the allied bombing and confirmed 
Churchill's doubts. He explained that 
hight attacks did not succeed in breaking 
the will 10 work af the civilian popu- 
lation. The powers of resistance of the 
German peaple were underestimated and 
no account was taken of the fatalistic 
frame of mind ° which a civilian popu- 
lation finally acquires after numerous 
air raids.” 


German civilians more readily continued 


The German civilian 


their war work and obeyed the Hiter 
regime in the face of obliteration bomb- 
ing; the response to terror was the pursuit 
of counter-terror. There is an obvious 
lesson here: it may not be so naive to 
suggest that the response to a more 
reasonable policy might itself have been 
more reasonable. ‘This is, in fact, what 
the unilateralists are arguing today. Cold 
war develops cold war, but breaking out 
of this system could encourage others to 
do likewise. 


response to terror 
bombing is of the greatest importance. 
World War HL is widely held to have been 
the most justifiable blood-bath in modern 
history. Such a judgment is usually based 
upon the extreme horror of Nitler’s 
Jewish policy. Given the fact of ex- 
termination, it is held unnecessary to 
Jook any further at the actual conduct 
or effects of the war. 


This is an understandable approach but 


quite unrealistic. [t means that without 
any examination history jumps from the 
trench warfare of 1918 to the bombing 
of Hiroshima and the possible extinction 
of the human species, 


* 


The most important question regarding the 


concentration camps was not what com. 
parable military horror could be 
developed to confront them; it was how 
they existed, how they had the support 
or acquiescence of German people, how 
such an inhuman policy could possibly 
be maintained. After studying the allied 
bombing of Geiman civilians we are in 
a better pasijion to answer this. Germans 


had little option but to line up behind 
their regime and accept everything; the 
bombing drove them into the hands of 
Nazi extremism. 


The hatred generated by the war of terror 


still exists today. We had a good example 
earlier this year in Wales. German troops 
came to train there and were opposed 
by a few people who still wanted to 
continue earlier animosities. In fact, there 
was a far stronger reason for opposing 
German troops: they reveal the sham 
of inilitary thinking. One year we are 
bludgeoned into hating one nation; next 
year it ts another. We do this by giving 
the military unquestioning obedience and 
by swallowing the moral “ justification ”’ 
in which every atrocity is fraudulently 
disguised. ‘Thus the world goes with 
acquiescent populations from one disaster 
to the next. 


* 


And now everyone is at the war memorials 


again. For most people to whom Re- 
membrance Day means anything, it is 


a reminder of a personal tragedy. {[t is 
therefore unpleasant to disturb their 
belief that the victims were heroes. In 


World War Ib 55,888 officers and men (a8 
the distinction insists) of Bomber Com- 
mand alone were killed in action. In 
official history they are the glorious dead; 
in fact they were the instruments of a 
policy based on mass terror, 


The double tragedy is that not only are 


our friends and relatives killed but that 
the Government cashes in on our 
gullibility by using Remembrance Day to 
perpetuate its fraudulent myths and to 
bludgeon us further into accepting the 
military view of war. 
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The Committee of 100 announce the 


following addresses for current 
demonstrations: 
Scottish Conunittee of 100, Tona Com 


munity House, 214 Clyde Street, Ghas- 
gow (Tel: Central 4921). 


North-West Committee of 100, 140 Upper 


Parliament 8 (Tel: 


Royal 2282). 


Street, Liverpool, 


Oxford Committce of 100, 22 Waterperry, 


Oxford. 


Western Committee of 100, 9 Cornwallis 


Crescent, Bristol, 8 (Pel. Bristol 33412). 


Welsh Committce of 100, Morel Ruildings, 
Stuart Street, Pierhead, Cardiff, 
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5 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross, London. W.1 
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Ry ROY SHERWOOD 


Q)N the original Armistice Day in 
1918 Twas one of a trio of madly 
happy warriors who pledged them- 
selves at the moinent of the official 
suspension of hostilities, amidst a 
crazy row of shrieking Klaxons, of 
cheering, plain yelling, crashing and 
banging of whatever could be 
crashed or banged, to become 
incapable that night of undressing 
themselves or even finding their 
beds unaided. And EP was one of 
the two who lived up to that pledge. 
The third, though he was the 
youngest of us, had more sense. 

Vhe hangover following that — most 
alcoholic and self-deluded day of all my 
life brought corresponding — misery- 
unshed tears for comrades who had gone 
wesl, memories of ghastly days and 
nights, of only just-controlled moments 
of stark terror, of siphts 1 wished | 
could forget, und of pictures of sheer hell 
and the slench of death, 

Neither the hangover nor the dwelling on 
the past Jasted more than the next day, 
The present outweighed everything else. 
We had won the greatest of all wars of 
history--the War Vo End War. Vhere 
would now be peace for all foreseeable 
tinte, and it would be the peace of justice 
outlined by President Wilson's Fourteen 
Points. 


* 


In our joy at the ending of foar years of 
reversal of human decencies, most of us 
(though not all) began to unbend) with 
the German prisoners of war who were 
brought up to our camp every morning 
for fatigue and dabour duties. Defying 
regulations, we passed then: occasional 
bits of food and exchanged nods with 
some of them, begin to see them as 
individuals justead of, impersonally, as 
the hated enemy. Where language difli- 
culties were overcome in the way peculiar 
to soldiers all over the world, there soon 
came exchanges of reminiseences from 
the front, in most cases of Tittle interest 
tO anyone except the man or men 
dircetly concerned. 

But there was one reminiscence which 
cropped up all the time, repeated with 
something like nostalgic pride, not to say 
awe, by men who knew of it only by 
hearsay, as T did myself. It was the story 
of the strictly unofficial trice in one 
sector of the front on the first Christmas 
Day of the war. Going over the top had 
taken on a new meaning for a number of 
hours, lrom both sides men under stand 


Ing orders to Kill one another had climed 
out of their treaches, to exchange jokes, 
grectings and good wishes as well as tt- 
bits from Christmas parcels. 


Higher Command soou put an end to the 


spontaneous Cratecnisation and tuok care 
that there could be no repelition of it 
in tater years, But, whether by desipn 
or unwillingly, it had done nothing to 
prevent smapshots of the scene being 
tiken, and an ilustration of if was given 
prominent display in the Daily Afirror a 
fortnight tater, on January 8, 1915. If 
the early days of the first work! war bad 
been dike those of the second, with its 
eight months of “phoney war,’ there 
would have been nothing remarkable it 
the fraternisation. But the men whe 
came out of their trenches an Christmas 
Day Pt4 had heen on opposite sides in 
bloody batiles, yet without fosing a 
common yearning for conciliation, Vt ts 
becanse | see few signs of that today in 
most people--and none at all in those 
most directly responsible for the solution 


Buckingham Palace, November 11, 1918. 


of the world's present troubles that my 
thoughts on Remembrance Pay Poh tan 
particularly to those distant meniwrties, to 
the Daily Mirrory stout assertion of 
journablishe  dtdependence and ta the 
publie’s approval of tt. 


“ 


After tour and a half years of army life 


there was nothing of the stiury-eged 
youngster about me, but ft was still fool 
gnough to belteve i the “pesee of 
justice.” Phat came io a quick end with 
the inierallied discussions before the 
Versailles Conference, when Clemenceau 
shawed his contenipt for Wilsot’s 
finiileen points by saying " Why, even 
the Bon Dieu was satisfied with ten.” 


When the final treaty provisions emerged — 


not anti) after President Wilson had left 
Pravice in linguist they were the 
Oppasite of (he peace of justice which 
had been professed. Haly, the poor 
relation ally, received shabby treatment. 
Germany was subjected to vindictive 


The Daily Mirror 


CRATIPIRG CIRMCULATIUN LANGER THAN ANY Gf OTHER BAILY NE WEPATRA IN THE WORLD 


WHY DELAY? 


Pictures sil Wewa and is thezature the tert Weebly Mewupepes for your liieude 
ubroad. Yow aan cbiain tt from your Meweagaat (ux 3d. per capy. 


hulecray tion Ger yaepadl), prt teen, bo tame 
Aloe: Falayer, "ee 


THE DAILY MINROE OVERSEAS WEEKLY 
EDITION cuanto atl the Lote aod Boo Wee 


wot de. , alewhae wliaud 1a. 
Bs) Muraste Hi reat, Tinnioa, Bal, 


wee Worty Mirpus 


AN HISTORIC GROUP: BRITISH AND GERMAN SOLDIERS PHOTOGRAPHED TOGETHER. 


The Daily Mirror, January 8, 1915. 
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Leaving 


spoilation; and her delegates, summoned 
to Versailles to sign the treaty~-they were 
a second group, the first one having 
refused jo sign the iniquitous document 
were deliberately humiliated,  Super- 
imposed on this were the various 
tiililary attempts to undo the Russian 
revolution, Fascism in Italy, with its 
eventual search for grandeur through war 
against Bihiopia, Nazism in Germany 
under maniac Hitler, and deep Russian 
resentment and suspicion of the West 
were the inevitable result, Every sub- 
sequent Armistice Day became mors of 
a hollow ceremony, and the second world 
war a certainty, 


Since we had already fought the War to 


Rnd War, this one had to have a new 
mame. With nobody brilliant enough ta 
think of 4 really good one, recourse was 
had to a secondary slogan of 1914-1918, 
The second world war became the War 
to Make the World Safe for Denmoeracy, 
and since it ended in the uncanditionat 
surrender of the enemy, democracy must 
now be theoretically safe. “ Theoretic< 
ally” is here the operative word becaise 
in actual fact democracy, as we unders 
stand if in the West, is a diminishing 
quantity in our own countries, shrinking 
in the very effort to defend itself against 
the Communistic conception of it—-as 
much a parody of democracy to ue as 
ours is to them, 

America, with dts witeh-hunts, 
Withholding of passports and visas. and 
other restrictions on personal freedom ta 
the Americans, in Britain toa we are 
subjected tO & constant growth of burean- 
cratic = powers, of extended _ patice 
authority and interference with tradi« 
lional liberties of the individual. The 
War to End War did not end warfare, 
and the War to make the World Safe 


for Democracy has made the world less 
democratic, 


Remembrance Day cannot mean anything 


tO the Russians. It would be a’ better 
idea lo commemorate the day when the 
hostilities of the secon! warkl war cane 
io an end. But even if that were done 
it is at least doubtful in present world 
conditions whether any newspaper 
either on our or on the other side of the 
Tron Curtaine-would risk its popular 
ftanding — by 
fraternivation scenea between Soviet and 


Western troops whea they first met aa. 


German territory in 1945. Though--wha 
knows—perhaps ene of them will da # 
even on this Remembrance Day 1941, ja 
a sheer spirit of mockery, Fe 


featuring one of the. 


side a nt, 
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Chamberlain at Munich, 1938. 


rhe Origins of the Second World War, 
by A. J.P. Paylor (Hamish Hamil- 
ton, 24s.) 

NO historian or publicist can fail to 

~" be impressed by the — vast 
importance of the subject with which 
Mr. ‘Vaylor has dealt in such sen- 
sational but honest, courageous, 
realistic and convincing fashion. 
The whole course of post-war world 
policy and politics has been based 
upon the illusion and distortions 
concerning 1939 which Taylor has 
so forcefully and factually shattered, 

Even the West Germans, for the most part, 
including assuredly the Bonn Govern- 
ment of Chancellor Adenauer, have 
fallen in line behind the mythology 
which was created by the propaganda 
ol World War I. A good illustration is 
the recent statement of no less eminent 
a German political scientist than Pro- 
fessor Theodor Eschenburg, Rector of 
the University of Tucbingen, to the effect 
that: ‘Whoever doubts the exclusive 
guilt of Germany for the second World 
War destroys the foundations of post-war 
politics.” If the implications of Mr. 
Taylor's book could be fully grasped by 


the political leaders of the West and 
mmplemented in practice, this could do 
much to mitigate the Cold War and save 
us from nitclear extinction. 

It gives me particular pleasure to pay a 
{ribtite to the courage and integrity of 
Mr. Taylor in producing this book. No 
other Lritish writer has exhibited com- 
parable courage in this field since 
Francis Neilson published his How 
Dirpomars MAKE War in) 191S, and 
Lord Loreburn produced his How ‘Tite 
Wak CAME tn 1919, 


Due to the combination of Mr. ‘Taylor’s 
prestige, the brilliance and candour of 
his book, the fact {hat by some sort of 
accident if was serialised in Lord 
Beaverbrook's Evening Standard, and the 
further publicity given to the work by 
Mr. Vaylor’s effective disposal of Pro- 
fessor ffugh Trevor-Roper in a widely 
observed BBC Television debate on July 
9, 1961, his book is the first instance in 
which any substantial breach has been 
made in England in what I have called 
the “ Historical Blackout,” and F. J. P. 
Veale designates as the “Tron Curtain 
of Discreet Silence.” In a notable 
chapter on “ Official History: Its Pitfalls 
and Criteria,” in’ his History aND 


THE ‘HISTORICAL BLACKOUT ’ 


The coming of 


HUMAN RELATIONS, Professor Herbert 
Butterfield of Cambridge has called 
attention to the defects and dangers in 
the work of the “court historians,” such 
as Professor ‘Trevor-Roper (although he 
did not mention him by name), but he 
has not contributed any substantial book 
on the second World War. 


Apart from the able and informed but 
incidental comments on the background 
of World War JL in Professor ‘Vansill’s 
long and learned volime on American 
entry, the Taylor book stands alone as an 
ellort to replace propaganda by factual 
realism in relation to responsibility for 
the great calamity of 1939. Even those 
so-called revisionist scholars who have 
called attention to the disastrous results 
of the war have usually assumed that 
Germany was almost solely responsible 
for its outbreak. 


is unfortunate that Mr. ‘Taylor neglects 
and casts aspersions oon American 
revistonist books dealing with the causes 
of World War Ul, asserting that “ they 
are not impressive from a scholarly 
point of view.” Actually, Professor 


to take proper account of Dr. Burton WH. 
Klein's GikRMANY’S ECONOMIC PREPARA- 
TION, FoR War. ‘Vaylor bases — his 
contention that Hitler was not planning 
war in 1939 in large part on the lack 
of German economic preparations for 
war at that time. Phe Klein volume is 
the delinitive book on this subject, and 
will remain so indefinitely. ‘Taylor could 
have greatly strengthened this vital 
sector of his work if he had thoroughly 
digested the Klein book. 


These are only two conspicuous examples 
of what Mr, ‘Taylor lost by his casual 
dismissal of American revisionist writings 
on the second World War. ‘They have 
been, on the whole, more impressive in 
their scholarship than those produced 
in the United States on the background 
of 1914, 


Few historians now alive could inspire more 
confidence in such a book as that of Mr. 
Vaylor than the author himself. Ilad 
Taylor been known as a partisan of 
Germany in his historical writings or one 
who had, like Churchill, praised Tider 
for his remarkable achievements in 


By HARRY ELMER BARNES 


Dr, Barnes, who lives in California, has probably been more 
active than any other historian in the United States or Europe 
during the last 40 years in pursuing or promoting studies dealing 
with the responsibility for the two World Wars and American 


entry into them. 


He is the author 


of Tue 


GENESIS OF THE Wor Lp 


Wark, the first comprehensive and widely read American book 
on the causes of the first World War; Editor and Co-author of 


PERPETUAL War FOR 


PERPETUAL 


PEACE. the most 


comprehensive account of the background of the second World 
War and American entry to appear in the United States; and 
author of several other books related to these themes. 


Tansill’s Back Door ‘To War. easily 
equals if it docs not excel for learning 
and scholarship any book on diplomatic 
history produced in the British Isles 
since 1939, and it provides a great deal 
of material on the origins of the second 
World War which corroborates Mr. 
Taylor’s conclusions, 

Liven more regrettable is Taylor's failure 
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N a comment (Peace News, October 6) 
™ an two recent books on the death penalty, 
TY said that there had been no increase in 
murder since the passing of the Homicide 
Act 1957. ‘This was the impression I had 
from reading the books, and it was to some 
extent fortified by the recent criminal statis- 
tics which had shown that there were less 
mourders last year than in the previous year, 
However, according to the Daily Express, 
Barl Bathurst said in the House of Lords 
that it was “roughly correct” 10 say that 
there had been 100 more murders since the 
Homicide Act than in the corresponding 
period before this. 

Fortunately, the Home Office Research 
Unit report (Afurder, HMSO, 48.) has now 
appeared with a very comprehensive analysis 
of murders in recent years, As several news- 
papers have cammented, it shows that what- 
ever the slate of the law there is little 
variation in the ¢rime of murder, This is 
understandable and is peculiar to this parti- 
cular crime, for murder is cither not pre- 
meditated or it is most carefully planned, 
and in either case the murderer has no 
thought of the consequences. 

One of our difficulties is that crimes 
regarded as murder ate first entered as such, 
and the figure of crimes known tu the police 
may well include a total of murder higher 
than the actual figure revealed when all 
cases have been cloured up and the suspects 
charged and dealt with. This report shows 
that murders known to the police in the 
three years before the Homicide Act totalled 
439 and in three years affer the Act they 
totalled 480, This is the sort of variation 
whieh fax gone on over the years, The 
cases in which there was a final verdict of 
murder nimbered 428 in the three years 


before the Act and only 401 in the three 
years after the Act. Hut there has been a 
slight increase if the murders since the Act 
are added to the cases which, under that 
Act, are dealt with as manslaughter on the 
grounds of diminished responsibility, a 
verdict introduced by the Homicide Act. 
Prior to the Homicide Act however, many 
of these cases would have been dealt with 


MURDER 


as unfit to plead or guilty but insane, and 
one effect of the Act is that, whereas before 
1957 an average of 47 per cent of those 
charged with murder were adjudged insane, 
since 1957 only 22 per cent have been 
adjudged insane, and 25.5 per cent found 
guilty of manslaughter on the grounds of 
diminished responsibiltythe total of these 
two groups being the same as the total 
“insane” before the Act. It only means, as 
was forecast, that the recaurse to a plea, 
and verdict, of insanity is less likely when 
the threatened penalty is less than death. 
And it will be noted that cases in which 
there was a verdict of murder have in fact 
slightly decreased, 

An interesting and important point, haw- 
ever, is that this has happened when all 
other serious crime has increased, particu. 
larly crimes of violence against the person. 
In the period 1951 to 1955, murders aver- 
aged 3.2 per million of the population per 
annum, while crimes of violence averaged 
163 per million. By 1960 crimes of violence 
had pone np ta 343 per million (more than 
double) but murder and manslaughter dealt 
with under-tha new act- together totalled 
only 3.7 per million. 

Tucidentally, the Homicide Act was de- 


signed to preserve the capital penalty for 
the more serious crimes—murder for gain 
in particular; yet in the period since the 
Act came into effect 19.6 per cent of the 
murders were in this category, whereas 
before the Act the percentage of such 
murders was only 7.6. 

A lot can be done with figures, and it is 
not my intention to stretch the case (it does 
not need any stretching) against the death 
penalty, But even if there has been some 
increase in murder this is slight and is to be 
sect against the increased population, the 
much more serious increase in other crimes 
of violence, and, when it comes to the use 
of the death penalty as a deterrent, the 
remarkable fact that the form of murder the 
Homicide Act was specially designed to 
prevent is the one in which the increase has 
been shown. 

fhe Home Office report has other very 
valuable information. hk gives a particularly 
helpful reminder, if we needed it, that 
neither we nor our children are going about 
in terror or constant danger of murderous 
attack, Three quarters of the children under 
1@ who have been murdered during the 
last three years were murdered by relatives; 
in some of the other cases this may have 
been so for in another 10> per cent the 
murderer was not known (most of these 
being cases in which newborn babies were 
found murdered anit it is a safe assumption 
that the mother was usually responsible). 
OF the 82 girls under 16 murdered in the 
last three years, ten were the victims of 
sexual assault. And in two-thirds of all 
murders comnitted by men, and ¥7.6 per 
cent of all murders committed by wornen 
since the Homicide Act, the victim was a 
relative or acquaintance of the murderer —- 
PRANK DAWTRY, Weybridge, Surrey. 


the rehabilitation of Germany in the 
1930s, or were he a conservative who 
might be suspected of a furtive 
admiration for Nazi authoritarian 
ideology, there might be some valid 
suspicion that his conclusions preceded 
his researches and were shaped and 
warped by his prejudices. But, of all 
contemporary historians with a solid and 
well-deserved reputation for historical 
competence and craftsmanship, Mr. 
Taylor was about the fast one who 
would have been expected to produce a 
book that exculpates Germany and 
Hitler from not only total, but even 
primary, responsibility for the outbreak 
of hostilities in September, 1939, 


Whether correct or not, it is, therefore, 
palpably cvident that Mr. ‘Taylor's con- 
clusions are thoroughly sincere and 
honest, and as much the product of 
conscientious scruples as of historical 
erudition, Granted that he is in his 
right mind, about which IT have heard no 
doubt expressed, it ig inconceivable that 
his book is tho product of levity, 
cynicism, satire, retaliation, or self- 
amusement, as Trevor-Roper has rather 
more than hinted in his bitter attack on 
it in the June, I961, issue of 
ENCOUNTER. No sane man amuses him- 
sclf by oxpressing, and taking world-wide 
public responsibility for, serious opinions 
as repugnant to his own personal 
Prejudices and preconceptions as they 
could well be fo any lilerate person. 

The vital core of the volume is the con- 
tention that Hitler did not wish a war, 
vither local, European, or world, from 
March, 1933 right down into September, 
1939. His only fundamental aim in 
foreign policy was to revise the unfair 
snd unjust Treaty of Versailles, and to 
do this by peaceful methods. Hitherto, 
even those who have sympathised heartily 
with the justice and need of revising the 
Versailles Treaty have usually maintained 
that, even if Hitler's revisionist pro- 
grimme.was justified in itg general 
objectives, he carried it out in a 
reprehonsibly » brusque, provocativa and 
challenging manner, gladly or casually 
risking war in cach and cvery major 
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move he made to achieve revision of the 
Versailles system. In words, even 
if his goal was justifiable, his methods of 
secking to attain it were unpardonably 
violent, deceitful and inciting. 


other 


Professor Taylor repudiates and refutes this 
interpretation as thoroughly as he does 
the charge that Hitler wished to provoke 
war at any time. He holds that Hitler 
was unusually cautious and unprovocative 
in every step he took to 
undermine Versailles, He let others create 
favourable situations to achieve his ends 
and then exploited them in a non 
bellicose manner. 


outstanding 


One thing is certain, even if one takes a 
most hostile attitude towards Hitler and 
Mr. Taylor’s thesis: the Allies had some 
13 years in which to Preaty 
of Versailles in a voluntary and peaceful 
manner, But they did nothing about it, 
although one of the main ostensible 
functions of the League was stated to be 
carrying forward a peaceable revision of 
Versailles. Professor Sidney B, Fay had 
proved by 1920 that the war-guilt clause 
of the Treaty of Versailles, proclaiming 
that Germany was solely responsible for 


revise the 


World War I, had no valid historical 
foundation whatever 
After he came into power, Hitler waited 


some three years for the Allies to make 
some practical move to revise the Ver 
sailles system before he occupied the 
Rhineland on March 7, 1936, Even on 
the heels of this action he publicly pro- 
posed on March 31, 1936, what Francis 
Neilson has called “the most com- 
prehensive non-aggression pact ever to 
be drawn up.” But the Allies made no 
co-operative response whatever; they 
totally ignored it. 

In the meantime, Hitler had barely attained 
power when, on May 17, 1933, he pro 
posed the most sweeping disarmament 
plan set forth between the two World 
Wars, but neither Britain nor France took 
any formal notice whatever of it, Even 
after he had introduced conscription in 
March, 1935, Hitler declared that “ the 
German Government is ready to take an 
active part in all efforts which may Jead 
to a practical limitation of armaments.” 
This proposal received no more response 
from Britain, France or the United 
States than that of March, 1933. Hence, 
if Hitler was to revise Versailles at all, 
it was completely evident by March, 146, 
that it must be a unilateral action, 


in his final conclusion as to the 
coming of war in Sepicmber, 1939, Mr. 
‘Taylor rejects the verdict which has 


been uccepted for more than two 
decades, namely, that it was the 
inevitable product of a long pre- 


meditated and wicked plot on the part 
of a maniacal Nazi dictator. He 
contends that it was a exsfamitous 
mistake, not premeditated by either 


primarily the 
political 


and product of 


side, 


liu ar , 
diplomatic and blunders on 


both sides. 


“This is a story without herees , 
and perhaps even without any 
viilains Phe war of 1939, far from 
being welcome, was less wanted by 


nearly everybody than almost any wat 
in history... Such were the origins 
of the second World War, or rather the 
war between the three Western Powers 


Phe only 


own studies or : 
opinions but upon repeated manuscript Ms does not necessarily mean that these 
4 » f j - if A > OVW Tt. cl 
readings of what will be the definitive eter Sg LEN: ner 1914 or | 5 ehh, 
book on the causes and outbreak of the villains but they were responsible for 


second World War in this generation, and 
probably for Seve ral generations lo come: 
Wiltn PEACEFUL REVISION PAiLeD; ‘THe 
ORIGINS OF THE SECOND Wortp War, by 
Professor D, L. Hoggan 


conclusion which can be drawn 
a careful reading both of Taylor's 
book and of Hoggan’s monumental 
work, as well as of a review of the 
author of the 
Taylor's account 


from 


Naylor 
latter, is 
is, 80 far as it goes, thoroughly sound 
and dependable and in accord with the 
relevant documents on all 
save for British policy in 


volume by the 
that Professor 


major items 
1949, It is, 


y 
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aver the settlement of Versailles; a 
war Which had been implicit since the 
moment the first war ended.” (pp. 17, 
104, 278.) 


[he question naw arises as to the soundness 


and validity of this extraordinary book 
Professor ‘Vrevor-Roper states in his 
allack in ENCOUNTER that it is “ utterty 
etroneaus,” 


think f would not be especially pretentious 
iff set down my own appraisal alongside 
the findings of cither Mr, Paylor or Pro. 
fessor ‘Trevor-Koper on the matter of war 
responsibility. WoT were ta do so, | would 
unhesititingly say that it is Professer 
Hrevat-Roper's drastic verdict on ‘taylor’s 
book which is “ atlerly erroneous.” 


Hitler's tanks enter Pragee, 1938. 


After the signing, Versailles, 1919, 


thdecd, a restvatned understatement of 
the origins of World War U 


More important, i Is an incomplete state- 


ment, inoso far as it omits a realistic 
and adequate account of the British role 
in bringing on hostilities In 7939 it 
handles the Urilish materials and actions 
down to January, 1939, in adinirable 
fashion, but Trem that time onward, 
especially after the British puarantes to 
Poland on March 31, t938,) British 
respousibility is offen neglected, ahseuced 
or plossed over, especially the cole af 
Halifax and Keonard, whe were ax pre- 
dominwu in producing the actual out- 
break oof World War db as were 
Izvolshi, Suzanoyv, Poineacé aud Berthelot 
in provoking hostilities in August, 19f4 


The 


heir whole 
war programmes may have been colossal 
“blunders” in 1914 and in 1939, but 
What they wanted and got it 
Subsequent events have, indeed, proved 
that the leaders of the war party 
blundered fatally in regard to both wars 


the outbreak of these wars. 


they knew 


Mr. Taylor may be quite correct in stating 


that, in so far as the general publics 
were concerned, World War Ht was 
one of the most unwanted wars in 


history, but it wag not 
Halifax, Kennard, and the British war 
parity in the summer of 1939, Cham- 
berlain was rather wavering and achizoid 


unwanted — by 


on the matter, but in the end he joined 
with Halifax and Kennard and stood out 
against Sir Nevile Henderson, who 
resolutely opposed the war to the ast 
moment. 


outstanding «leader who 
wanted “war in’ 1939 was Josef Stalin, 
since he believed that the . capitalistic 
states would either ruin or weaken them 
selves to such an extent by the inter 
neoine hostilities Ubat they wontd no 
longer be ai active threat ar yen 
restraint to Communism: or Russia, Yet, 
Mr. Taylor is probably correct in holding 
that when Stalin signed the pact with 
Hitler on August 23, 1939, he did nat 
feel that it would result in an immediate 
war between the capitalist states, He. had 
other and sufficient immediate aims in 
signing the pact at the time, 


one other 


It is not certaim that Jeseph Beck, the 


Polish Woreign Minister in 19381949, 
actually wanted war, but there can be 
no doubt that he preferred war (6 even 
ihe slightest concessions fa the extremely 
moderate and just demands of Hitler 
whith were accompanied by far imore 
vital” and -generous~ eoncessians © ta 
Poland. Ht is well established ‘that no 
responsible loaders in Germany, France, 
or lialy wished wapdin 1938; 


Prasident. Roosevelt: apparently. wished the 


Buropean war to break aut asx goan. as 
possible, pressed Chamberlain to ga 
ahead, and: encouraged.-Polish arragance 
and stubboraness, but. Roosevelt. was in 
no position to exer) any direcily decisive 


indvence on Buropean atecisions i 1959, 
and Halifax did aot heed any enceuraee 
men 


fromu: Roosevelt, ft is uniikely, 
however, thal Briain would have adapted 
the polity she did in. 1939 R gegand i 
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An old soldier remembers... 


By C. E. CRUTCHLEY 


Our contributor volunteered for the army in September 1914 


“Caught”, he told Peace News, 


“ by the glamour of war". Most 


of his teen-age friends of those years are names on Northampton’s 
War Memorial, for this was the town in which he grew up and 
has lived in all hix working life. 


ARMISTICE DAY had come round 

again, As was my custom on this 
day of remembrance [| went to the 
loca) Garden of Rest War Memorial. 
f had been there only a few moments 
when-—“ Hallo, old timer”. Jock was 
an old army chum. We always tried to 
mect here on Remembrance Day. We 
shook hands, asked about health, ex- 
changed compliments and pulled cach 
other’s legs in the process. 

A poppy-scller sauntered up. Jock had 
not yel bought his poppy. “t's for a good 
cause,” said the Jady, and Jock smiled. 
While he was fixing his poppy he pointed 
to the names on the tablets of the memorial. 
“It makes you think, chum. And_ they 
can't pull you for thinking.” [grinned at 
this. dt was an old army saying of our 
soldicring days, 

We remembered that first Armistice Day, 
November 11, f918. We were two of the 
survivors of (hat war, the one that was to 
be a war to end wars, and which some have 
since called the war that was a mistake. 
We were joined now by other old fricnds 
who had taken part in the 1939-45 war, and 
we all went across the road to a pub, where 
silently we drank a toast to those we had 
known. Then we went to the memorial 
service in the town centre, and afterwards 
swapped yarns about our army days. It 
was a pleasant half hour, and helped to 
cheer us up a bit. 

After Jock had said goodbye, I made my 
way back to the Garden of Rest Memorial. 
It was a beautiful place, with its immaculate 
turf, and surround of lovely flower beds. 
People were resting on the sheltered seats 
at the top of the rise, and above their heads 
were stone tablets with the names of those 
who had made the “supreme sacrifice” in 
two world wars. Not far away the traffic 
rattled by, but in here it was peaceful, like 
something from another world. Looking 
up again at the names, 1 felt they com- 
manded respect and silence. 


1 saw writlen the name of someone | had 
known well, and as [ lingered there a 
young man bumped into me, He had been 
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Poland and Germany if Roosevelt had 
not already promised British leaders all 
possible American aid in the event of 
war and agreed to make every con- 
ceivable effort to bring the United States 
into war on the side of Britain if one 
broke out, 


Yet, when all is said and done, aside from 
his errors about the nature and purpose 
of the visit of Chamberlain and Halifax 
to Italy in January, 1939, Mr. Taylor 
does reveal an amazing amount of 
material refuting the myth of official 
British pacifism from Munich down to 
the background of Chamberlain’s Bir- 
mingham speech of March 17, 1939, 
and the initiation of the guarantee to 
Poland. Nobody could ask for a much 
better account of the Munich Conference 
or of the Czechoslovak crisis in March, 
1939, 


In the opinion of this writer, Taylor's 
book is almost ideal as the first volume 
to break through the historical blackout 
on thig fundamental question. ft is 
concise, clvar, readable, and convincing 
with respect to the great mass of 
revelations it does set down, and in so 
doing it has both rendered the greatest 
service of any historical work published 
since September, 1939, and constitutes, 
perhaps, the most impressive example of 
personal courage of any historical work 
of this generation. 


stretching to look for a name. “ Sorry sir,” 
he smiled, “my uncle's name is up there.” 
Then, after a slight pause, he asked if I 
knew any of the men whose names were 
above us. 1 pointed to the name of my old 
friend, and said that I had been with him 
when it happened. 

To my surprise the young man asked me 
to tell him about it. We took a seat at the 
far end of the memorial, deserted now, and 
f began my story. 


[t happened on a night in August 1915, 
at a place called Suvla Bay at Gallipoli. 
We had to go out and dig a new line of 
trenches at the base of a ridge. Our position 
was precarious, and Turkish snipers were 
everywhere, although it was behind our 
so-called front line. 

The main body of the platoon were to 
do the digging. 1 was one of a dozen men 
detailed to listening-posts. My friend Tubby 
was in the listening-post party, too. As 
soon as it was dark we crept out over the 
ridge into no man’s Jand, and spread out. 
My nearest friend was 30 yards away. I 
have never felt so utterly lonely. 

Nothing happened for the first hour or 
so, and there was nothing to hear except the 


noise Of insects in the hot night, and the 
dull thuds of spades and picks behind us. 
It was in the early hours of the morning that 
Johnny Turk grew suspicious. Up went 
some Very lights, and then a machine-gun 
began to rattle. 

Death came as our lines were swept by 
the fire, from right to left, and back again. 
Each moment, | knew, as bullets spat 
around, could be my last on earth. At first 
light, following our instructions, five of us 
crawled back over the ridge to rejoin the 
main party. The rest were casualties. And 
Tubby was missing. 

fle had been seen trying to get back, but 
he did not come. Two fellows at once 
volunteered to go out and look for him. It 
was daylight now, and very risky, but they 
managed it. The Turks must have seen 
them, carrying a wounded man, but they 
did not fire. Either they were too tired to 
bother, our officer thought, or they were 
behaving in a sporting manner-~if, he 
added, one can classify war as a sport. 

Tubby had been hit in the neck, had 
lost a lot of blood, and was in a bad way. 
The Medical Officer said he stood a chance 
if he could be got to the hospital ship 
quickly. But we knew that many hundreds 
would be lying on those sunbaked beaches 
waiting for the hospital ships to get them 
away. 

The rest of that day was appalling, with 
the heat and the flies, and not much water. 
Next day 1 went down to the First-Aid 
post to see Tubby. The look on the doctor’s 
face told me the worst. ‘I'm sorry. Your 


friend died early this morning.” Tubby was 
buried, alongside others of our platoon, in 
a grave on those parched and blood-stained 
hills of Suvla Bay. 


“How old was he?” asked my newly 
found young friend. “‘fwenty, I should 
say.” For a while he said nothing, then he 
stood up. “‘Thank you for the story,” he 
said. “Hope it hasn't bored you,” I 
ventured, “Far from it. You’ve made me 
feel that I knew him, too.” “ What's your 
name, anyway?” I asked. “My pals call 
me Tubby,” and we laughed when he saw 
me giving him the once over. He was 
indeed a bit on the tubby side! A likeable 
chap, not untike the Tubby L had known. 


When young Tubby had gone, I stood 
for another moment under those names, and 
a cold shiver went down my spine. On my 
way home [ thought about it all. And, old 
as I was, | looked back in anger to think 
that the sacrifices of ‘Tubby and millions of 
others in the 1914-18 war had nor brought 
peace to the world. They were made in 
vain. Would those of the Second World 
War turn out to be hkewise, 1 wondered? 
God forbid, [ thought. 


1 knew then that war is futile, solves 
nothing, and is the greatest crime against 
God and man. Let us continue to hold 
remembrance days--and, while remember- 
ing, resolve to search for the inward and 
spiritual grace which alone can show the 
way to peace on earth and goodwill to all 
men. 

These were my thoughts as [ made my 
way home. My grand-daughter met me on 
the doorstep. “ Hallo, Grandpa,” she said, 
“I've come to Junch.”’ “ Smashing! ” said 
T, knowing then that life has so much that 
is good and worthwhile to offer. My grand- 
daughter knew nothing of my thoughts. 
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Remembrance Sunday this year 


T is now over 40 years since the 
battered and exhausted First War 
generation heard the maroons which 
echoed along the Thames from West- 


minster to usher in the original 
Armistice Day. For a time its 
members  believed-—-since many of 


them had nothing else left to believe 
in-—that a new world, purchased with 
the lives of millions of young men, 
lay just round the corner beyond the 
portals of the League of Nations. 
Regardless of expense they set up 
their memorials in towns and villages 
to the Dead whose sacrifice had 
brought insane, destructive mankind 
to the verge of a fresh opportunity. 

It is 16 years since the disillusioned 
generation which bore the burden af World 
War I celebrated yet another Armistice 
Day, the economically added new lisis of 
names at the foot of those already inscribed 
on the expensive war memorials. This time 
the names included women as well as men, 
and many more memorials of mothers and 
their children, wiped out by “area 
bombing ” on both sides, recorded the new 
phenomenon of mass burials in civilian 
cemeteries. 

The friends and relatives who mourned 
theso victims now realised all too clearly 
that no constructive consequence would 
come from the modern varietics of 
massacre which had destroyed them, for 
they knew that the atomic bomb dropped 
on Hiroshima in August, 1945 had ushered 
in, not a better world, but a new era of 
terror for humanity. Henceforth the main 
issue would be, not the slow development 
of long-term international institutions, but 
the stark and urgent problem of human 
survival, 


Throughout the years the Remembrance 
Day ceremonials have continued, adorned 
before the Cenotaph with the presence of 
the Sovereign supported by military 
trappings and parades, and with the 
symbolism of falling petals at the British 
Legion commemoration in the Albert Hall. 
Though the martial music and the plaintive 
note; of the Last Post inevitably stir 
poignant memories, they are no longer of 
a kind to inspire either old or young to 
fresh resolution. In his or her heart each 
mourner, unless wilfully self-blinded, knows 
that those dead were betrayed, and sees the 
nominal victories for which their lives were 


Vera 


Brittain r 


given as sham achievements dominated by 
the grim reflection of the mushroom cloud. 
Small wonder that as time has passed the 
Armistice ceremonics have grown more and 
more half-hearted, and that the summons 
to resolution now comes through = the 
Aldermaston marches and the impressive 
varieties of civil disobedience organised by 
the Committee of 100. 

And yet, year by year, a great oppor- 
tunity for remembrance and rededication 
has been lost. The Armistice ceremonies 
could have become, not an empty Jaudation 
of the Jong-vanished fallen, but a living 
act of penitence and redress. Annual 
memorials are not only a method of 
devoutly marking time, but an occasion for 
asking ourselves just exactly what we did in 
those long uncreative years; they are a 
challenge to our immaturity, which so 
seldom grows up to ask what we are doing 
now, and where we are going. Though the 
men and women who remember live now 
on sufferance, and begin their too often 
heedless days beneath the shadow of great 
danger, they are still here, and so long as 
man's life on earth continues, time remains. 
Time to realise what we have done or left 
undone in the past, and to consider with 
real responsibility what we ourselves might 
do to change the direction of national 
policies for which, however feeble and 
neglected our voices, we are, as the citizens 
of a democratic stale, at least partly to 
blame. 

A Remembrance Day widely marked by 
humility and penitence would be a 
challenge to the world to start again. The 
present threat of nuclear weapons and the 
dangerous balance of international politica 
Suggest that the emphasis of Armistice-tide 
should be laid on repentance, reconciliation, 
and a determined self-dedication to a nobler 
future, rather than on past military victories 
wijh their appalling cost in young human 
ives. 


This year, for the first time, such a 
ceremony is visualised. At 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, November 12, the Christian Group 
of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
is arranging a gathering of Christians in 
Trafalgar Square for prayer, penilence and 
rededication to the cause of world peace. 
Canon Collins will conduct the service, and 
Dr. Donald Soper will preach; leading 
representatives of other denominations will 
read the Lessons and lead the prayers. 
Other Ministers will represent their com- 
munities on the plinth, and the congregation 
will be asked to share in a period of silent 
prayer. Instead of the sitting-down demon- 
stration of September 17, the organisers 
picture a great audience on their knees. 


But what difference does it make what 
we do? comes the inevitable parrot 
question, Look at the Russians with their 
abominable series of tests, the Americans 
with their Polaris submarines! Yes, but 
look at us! How far, with our conventional 
Armistice ceremonies, have we announced 
to the world any real desire to change our 
ways? Recently I was reviewing Sir 
Stephen King-Hall’s latest book of history, 
Our Times, 1900-1960, and on page 240 
found a searching inquiry: 


“If after two world wars in quick 
succession arising from disputes between 
sovereign states, Man has not succeeded 
in establishing peace upon the basis of 
international and enforceable law, does 
this mean that the task, if not beyond 
his powers, is manifestly beyond his 
will; and must we conclude that a third 
world war will be the inevitable result of 
Man’s refusal to organise world govern- 
ment? On the basis of our experience 
since 190)... the probabilities are that 
we must say YES to the solemn and 
awful question,” 


A Even supposing that this terrible answer 
is true, there is still time for at least one 
country to indicate that the task of creating 
peace is not beyond its will. Such a 
country, making a significant gesture to 
the others, would do much to remove the 
tension based on fear which holds mankind 
in its grip. Why should not the people of 
London use this Remembrance Sunday to 
make such a gesture to England, and 
through England to the rest of the world ? 


For those who take this view, both 
idealistic and realistic, of our duty and our 
destiny, the Trafalgar Square service offers 
a great opportunity. I hope that 
Christians —~ and  others—of all per- 


suasions will feel able to join in this act 
of penitence and prayer. 
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DEBUNKING HYPOCRISY 


FPHE Minister of Defence has asked 
for revolutionary thinking and Lord 
Montgomery has supplied it. 


The moment Lord Montgoniery starts bis 
revolutionary thinking hon, menibers say, 
“This is rather strange. Lord Montgomery 
is talking like a Communist.” [tf has not 
come to that yet, but | know hon, gentle- 
men on this side, who, before they go to 
sleep, look umder the bed for Conimunists. 
One night one hon, member looked under 
the bed and found Lord Montgomery. 


The very fact that Lord Montgamery Is 
arguing from a purely military point of 
View for a general re-appraisal of our whole 
Strategy indicates that some very) essential 
tevolutionary thinking is needed. Lord 
Montgomery is pointing out, and to an ever 
more appreciative audience, that the whole 
idea of the old conventional war in’ the 
nuclear age is nonsense, is lunacy. It is 
suicide. ‘To talk about making war over 
Berlin is something so absolutely stupid and 
senseless that to examine it for a few 
Moments only shows its complete absurdity. 


Ye) 


T hope that the Prime Minister will wel- 
come some revolutionary thinking too. There 
was not much sign of any revolutionary 
thinking, or, indeed, of any thinking at all, 
in what the Prime Minister said yesterday. 


We in this corner of the House seem 
to have annoyed him yesterday. 1 asked 
what 1 thought were perfectly relevant 
questions about this great outburst of moral 
indignation on the part of the Prime 
Minister and everybody else about the 
action of Mr. Khrushchev in announcing 
the explosion of the megaten bomb. 


It looks as though we have had today a 
Tepetition; i appears that the House of 
Commons is running out of adjectives. Mr. 
Khrushchev's action has been described as 
barbarous, as inhuman, as croel. And we 
all agree. 
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Friends 


By Kkmerys Iughes, MP 


EMRYS HUGHES made 
following the Queen's 
and S50 mevaton tests, 


address. 


this speech on November 1 during the debate 
Previous speakers had discussed the 30 
the Government's proposals for re-equipping the 


Rhine -Army, for retaining National Servicemen for six months and for 
recalling for a sinilar period National Serviccnien liable to. part-time 


SETVICE. 


The speaker immediately before (a Conservative brigadier) had 


stated that he disagreed with Lord Montsomery's proposal to take our 
armed forces back home. 


[do not know anybody in public life, 
L do not even know of any Conimanist, 


who supported Mr. Khrushchev’s action. 
and certainly those of us who are 
the outeusts of the House, who have 
been chucked out of the Labour Party 


none of us in any way at all defends the 
action of the Soviet Union's Government. 


oy 


We all do repudiate it, but we must 
carry ovr moral indignation to some Jogical 
conclusion, and tf we say that the polluting 
by the Russian megaton bomb is evil. is 
inhuman, cruch. callous, then we must carry 
this to its logical conclusion and say if we 
believe that, that it is cruel and callous and 
inhuman for us to follow in the same way 
and scatter pollution in’ the atmosphere 
with danger to children unborn, 


[ say that those of us who are called 
unilateralists, in carrying this argument to 
its Jogical conclusion, do it with a gr¢at 
deal of support from people who are not 
obsessed with the politics of Westminster. 
After ath we know that those sit-down 
protests have been as much at the Russian 
Embassy as anywhere else. and Lord Russell 
has been to the Russian Embassy and there 
have been protests to Mr, Khrushchev from 
Labour Members of Parliament, 


The argument seems to us irresistible, 
that after this outburst of moral indignation 
the duty of the Prime Minister was to 
say, ° This was a horrible and dangerous 
thing to the future of the world but we are 
not going to pollute the atmosphere, we 
are not going to proceed on this path 
against civilisation.” Of course, it caught 
the Prime Minister on a sensitive paint, 


Hypocrisy never likes to be debunked, 
and so we had that firade against the 
Members with whom I am associated, He 
said, “ Yes, pro-Russians.” 


o 


Hon. Members in this House have been 
called pro-Russians before. There was a 
war in 1854, the Crimean War, when we 
invaded Russia, and there was a Liberal 
statesman called John Bright who protested 
against the Criniean War. What did they 
yell against him? “Pro-Russian.” So 
precedents are followed in this House even 
after a century. E remember the First World 
War when Keir Hardie was called pro- 
German. 


{ do not deny that | am pro-Russian. 
1 am pro the Russian people. | am pro 
the Russian people against the bomb, and 
pro the American people against the bomb, 


‘The greatest enemy of Russians, Ameri- 
cans, Uritish and everybody else in’ the 
whole world, committed or uncommitted, is 
the hydrogen bomb. 


The Prime Minister is already preparing 
the way, he is preparing his apologia in 
advance, because in certain circumstances 
of the balance of power we shall be pre- 
pared to do the same thing. We shall be 
prepared to start our explosions and we 
shall have the atmosphere polluted in the 
same way and the Russians will be saying, 
“Look at the hypocrisy of the British.” If 
we are going to do that and if we are to 
argue for the balance of power and prepare 
to sacrifice Iwimanity in the struggle for 
the bulance of power, let us have na hiypo- 
erisy and no humbug about i. 


There is one other thing | should mention 
about the Prime Minister’s attack on same 
of us. T was with the Prime Minister when 
he went on his expedition to Mascaw and 


far 
than 


Lo oheard him deliver a speech 
cilogistic of Mr. Khrushchev 
i would have delivered. 


More 
ever 


| heard the speech in the British Kaibassy 
in Moscow, and at first when } listened to 
HW ob could hardly believe my ears. 
woudercd whether it was the Caucasian 
wine or the Vodka. So PT went next day to 
the British Embassy for the handout copy 
and there if was in black and white. ‘his 
was what die said--the address was to 
Khrushchev : 


“his is a truly constructive fife’s work 
which you have undertaken. ‘The future 
before the Sovict peaple is one of ex- 
panding horizons, Across the steppes 
glows the furnace of industry beckoning 
to a promised land. ‘Vhis is no mirage 
which you see before you. TC is suber 
reality. ‘The rate and quality of your 
progress is indeed extraordinary and is 
so far as -  know--anparalleled in 
history.” 


Who is the pro-Russian? When the Prime 
Minister uses these taunts against us, 1 say 
again that this is another example of un- 
mitigated humbug. 


o 


When we argue that we are innocent in 
international affairs, that we are not pre- 
paring for war, that we are all interested 
in peace and are utterly blameless; that 
may be so, but it does not appear to be so 
to the other people. In Moscow recently, 
| heard anecdotes which are passed from 
mouth to mouth but are not repeated in the 
Press. The current story asks why the 
Armentan Radio was suppressed and it ts 
said that it was because of its answer to a 
certain question, The radio was asked 
whether there would be another war and 
the answer was, “Certainly not, They will 
all be so bosy fighting for peace that there 
will be nobody left to fight a war”. 


Yosay to the House that we are not 
winning the arms race and that there is 
no possibility of our winning it with the 
new technical generation that has arisen 
in the Soviet Union and that, instead of 
striking these melodramatic postures, we 
must do some real thinking or we shall 
be destroyed. 


The Opposition puts forward a proposal 
for disengagement, and I believe that on 
these lines we can find the possibility of 
successful negotiations. If we can have the 
Rapacki plan or the Gaitskell disengage- 
ment plan put in the forefront of oar 
negotiations with the Soviet Union, 1 be- 
lieve that there is a possibility of their 
saying “ Yes”. 


o 


Then comes the question of NATO. The 
Opposition will bave to make up their 
minds sooner of later whether they believe 
in “My NATO right or wrong,” because if 
they believe that the Gaitskell plan ar the 
Rapacki plan is the way to international 
settlement, but the other nations say that 
they do nat agree and America ar General 
deo Gaulle vetoes it and NATO vetoes tt and 
General Norstad says that it will not work, 
then the time will have come when in the 
interest of international peace the Govern- 
ment must think in terns of leaving NATO 
and of establishing thermselves on a different 
footing in international politics. 

The Chancellor of the Fachequer recently 
told the House that wé were in such an 
economic mess that we must cut dawn our 
natianal expenditure, Ope of the niost 
notable things that he said was that we 
must cut down our oversoaa expenditare 


and spend less in Germany. But surely the 
Government's mensures to re-equip the 
Rhine Army will eost something? ‘Vhey will 
mean an addition to the War Office budget, 
Last week the Keonomist said: 

“Clearly, selective service would be 
teeded if large conventional forces of ¢his 
kind were io become (over Uritish ab- 
jections) the accepted NATO policy. ‘This 
would veatul both the disruption of the 
present Baitish Regular Arniy and vust 
new expenses i manpower Abd money. 
It would impose a raajor new strain an 
the British coonomy, and one that could 
not possibly be paid for by the small 
savings that nught be derived Irom serap 


ping the antiquated parts of  Britain’s 
independent muclear deterrent. 
Wow Labour Governiignt retinned to 


power ds a result of a slide away fram 
the ‘Portes ar the next General Blection and 
came forward with a proposal to spend 
nich bigger sums an the Rhine Army, they 
would have to find the muney for the 
purpose. Where would they get iv? Vhe 
Labour Party is committed to spending 
huge sums on social reform, housing, edu- 
cation and the health service and yet at the 
same time we have it committed ina 
haphazard way dike this to the idea of a 
programme which might result ia heavily 
increased military expenditore. Consequent- 
ly, | contend (hat we must basc our policy 
Nat on re-equipping the Rhine Any bat on 
bringing that Army homme. 


o 


‘That is the policy of Lord Montgomery, 
and it has now beeame phe policy of 
nulitary realists. Tt is not just the airing 
of the thoughts of a pacifist theorist, The 
time has come when people whe laok at 
the situation from the military point of 
view say that the whole conception of 
NATO must be changed. therefore, | say 
that we aust look mare critically at NATO 
and we must have entirely new ideas on 
defence and foreign policy and until the 
Government realise that they are mislead- 
ing the House and betraying the country. 
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TWO 


MPH LONE STAR STEEL CO.’s 
“standard sheller made in Dallas 
contains a window painted on the wall, 
showing an outdoor scene, with a shade 
that can be pulled down at night. 

St. Louis contractor Joseph Shannon 
says: “We get plenty of calls from people 
building their own shelters, asking us for 
advice. We pive them all the help they 
want, There’s no profit in that for us, but 
this isn’t just a business. U’s a moral 
thing, too.” 

The Mormon church is distributing a 
2-week supply of emergency rations, packed 
in a neat metal cylinder, to all its members, 
along with the urgent suggestion that 
Mormons stockpile a 2-year supply in their 
homes. 

One shelter article offered for sale is a 
“burial suit”, a $50 plastic wrapper for 
anyone who dies in a shelter. 

Washington's Episcopal Bishop Angus 
Dun: “I do not see how any Christian 
conscience can condone a policy which puts 
supreme emphasis on saving your own skin 
without regard for the plight of your neigh- 
bour, Justice, mercy and brotherly love do 
not cease (o operate, even in the final 
apocalypse.” 

Dr. Ralph EB. Lapp, an advocate of civil 
defence, said in Boston on October 8: “I 
do not subscribe to the fantasy advertised 
on the cover of Life that ‘97 out of 100 
people can be saved’... . Vhe 3,000,000 
square miles of US territory could absorb 
no more than 3,000 megatons of fission 
debris. |. . A nuclear strike with 100 
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U.S. fall-out shelters 
‘only delay death’ 


B-52s . . , could unleash a total of 10,000 
megatons. Thus, it is clear that for the 
first time in modern history man’s power 
to destroy assumes continental dimensions,” 

Peter Bart, who covers the advertising 
world for the New York Times, reported 
(October 23) doubts about the claims made 
by shelter manufacturers. As a result, the 


Saturday Review and the New Yorker have 
declined to accept shelter advertisements. 
American magazine Business Week stated 


ELIMINATION FROM 
THE WORLD SCENE 


TINWE ability to fight, win, and pur- 
posefully survive oa general 
nuclear war provides the best, indeed 
the only insurance against such an 
eventuality. We must be willing and 
able to risk war, and make sure that 
both our willingness and ability are 
firmly implanted in the minds of the 
Soviet leaders. Only from such a 
position can we then apply economic, 
diplomatic, technological and other 
pressures against the Soviets. .. 

There is no reason to believe that 
nuclear weapons, no matter how they 
ary iucrease in numbers and ferocity 
mark the end of the line in military 
systems development. New weapons, 
more selective in application and tess 
destructive of life and property, may 
come into being. ‘Their possession by 
one side snd not the other could 
gurely break a nuclear stalemate in 
a dnumatic fashion. Thus the search 
for new and advanced systems must 
have a high priority in our military 
research and development. . . 

We believe the events in this fall 
of 1961 have convinced the American 
people, if any were unconvinced 
before, that Soviet aims are both evil 
and implacuble. We believe the 
people arc willing and eager to re- 
spond to whatever level of elfort may 
be required of them, if the need is 
made truly clear. We are convinced 
that the people are ready to work 
toward, and fight for if necessary, the 
elimination of Communisin from the 
world scene, Let the issue be joined. 

Policy statement by the (Ameri- 
can) Air Force Association, 
September, 1961, Philadelphia. 


(October 7): “ Our reporters asking ques- 
tions in 20 cities, found that a few dealers 


(of bamb shelters) are making sales... but 
no groundswell of orders has appeared, ... 
Even in the Miami area... a dealer com- 
plains that fall-out shelters are the ‘ most 
talked about und east sold item '.” 
Fall-out shelters are at best “only a 
means of delaying death", said Dr. John 
Wolfe in New York recently. Dr. Wolfe 
belongs to the biology and medicine division 
of the US Atomic Energy Commission. 
Pointing out that a nuclear explosion would 
leave vast areas useless for the survival of 
man, he suggested that the problem would 
really begin when man comes out of his 
shelter and has to adjust to such conditions. 
Dr. Tom Stonier, of the Rockefeller 
Institute, has stated that gases given off by 
fire storms which would follow an explosion 
would kill many of those who survive the 
initial blast, even these in fall-out shelters. 
Phe problems of burying the dead after 
a nuclear explosion are (reated in an article 
in Military Medicine called “The Civilian 
Mortuary Service and Therrnonuclear War ” 
by two doctors connected with the US 
Office of Civil Defence Mobilisation. 
The morticians'’ burden will be lightened, 
the authors point out, by the fact that 
within a l0-mile radius of a 20-mcgaton 


burst, the dead on the surface will be 
vaporised or incinerated. “Any dead 
theoretically salvageable ” will probably be 
found in the LO to 20 mile radius, but they 
will have to wait several wecks because of 
radioactivity. In some cases it may be 
simpler, write Dr. Moore and Dr. Lindquist, 
to build new citics elsewhere and “ allow the 
dead to sleep in this memorial ”. 

Beyond the 20-mile zone, corpses will be 
found capable of being collected, identified, 
and submitted to religions rites, but under- 
takers will have to work round the clock 
giving only minimum services (only one 
hour to embalm one cadaver), and un- 
claimed dead may have to be committed to 
trench graves on public land. Undertakers 
are advised to order their supplies a year 
or two in advance 

‘The authors conclude that “the Mortuary 
Service is an essential programme toward 
safeguarding morale ” 


Moscow march film 
in London 


‘HE film of the San Francisco to 

~ Moscow March, made by marchers 
Jules Rabin and Ray Wisniewski, will 
be shown at the film viewing session to 
be held at Friends House, London, on 
Saturday, November 25. 

This will be its first showing in Britain, 
and offers an opportunity for representatives 
from groups all over the country to see it 
and make plans for its further use. ‘The 
film viewing session, which is due to begin 
its marathon 6-hour showing at 2.30 p.m., 
will include many other films useful in the 
peace movement not previously previewed. 

The items range from factual filmed 
reports of events and demonstrations during 
the year, to reels from All Quiet on the 
Western Front and Chaplin's Shoulder 
Arms, 

People who wish to attend, and who have 
not already done so, should apply for théir 
tickets soon to Friends Peace Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, 
N.W.1. 


Silent vigil in Paris 


| EAN-PAUL SARTRE, with other French 

intellectuals, led some 300 demonstrators 
in Paris on November | in a silent vigil of 
protest aguinst “racism and fascism” and 
for peace in Algeria. Police carried some of 
the demonstrators away after 10 minutes, 
while others left quietly after a brief speech 
by M. Sartre. As the crowd was dispersing, 
a plastic bomb exploded, slightly injuring 
three men, 


Trafalgar Square 
-—by the police 


JN a reference to the recent spate of 

public disorder,” writes the Police 
Review, reporting the annual meeting 
of the Metropolitan Police Branch 
Boards on October 20, “* the chairman 
said the operational order dealing with 
the sit-down demonstrations in Trafal- 
gar Square was one of the finest issued 
in the history of the Force, Great 
thought was given to policing and to 
arresting, conveying, charging and buail- 
ing of demonstrators. 

“It was a great pity that not enough 
thought was given to the men doing the 
job. Complaints had been received of lack 
of cantcen arrangements and a complete 
absence of any system for transporting men 
back to their homes after the demonstration. 
The police were being accused of all manner 
of things, said PC Webb, and much indig- 
nation had been aroused by some of the 
wild allegations made by people who must 
be strangers to truth. 

“Sir Alexander Robertson said: ‘The 
Commissioner has asked me to say that he 
appreciates the patient way in which you 
have carried out your thankless task in 
relation to passive resistance. He is con- 
fident that future demonstrations of a 
similar nature will also be policed in a 
manner in keeping with the good name and 
reputation of the Force.’ 

“ Apologising for the inadequate canteen 
and transport arrangements for the members 
of the Force on duty in ‘Trafalgar Square, 
he said it was not foreseen that the demon- 
stration would go on for such a long time.” 


ot 


Trades Union 
s 

campaign urged 
TPHE Bradford Campaign for Nuclear 

Disarmament passed the following 
resolution in Committee on October 27: 
“That a Campaign should be launched 
immediately directed at* Trades’ Unions 
whose members are involved in any work 
connected with Nuclear Weapons. This 
campaign to have the aim of influencing 
Vrade Unions to black work on such pro- 
jects. Poster demonstrations at work sites, 
special leaflets for Trade Union members, 
demonstrations at TU Headquarters and 
Trades’ Councils should be held. 

“This is to be an appeal to ‘Trades’ 
Unions and not to individuals, and is a 
necessary step if decisions to support 
unilateral nuclear disarmament are not to 
remain meaningless, This type of activity 
where there is the possibility of bringing 
about an actual challenge to the nuclear 
arms race should be regarded as equally im- 
portant as marches and other propaganda 
work. Every effort should afso be made to 
influence Trade Unionists throughout the 
world that the nuclear arms race can only 
end when they decide to end it.” 
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Police seal off blocks as 2,000 


demonstrate 


at 


"EWO days before the Soviet Union's explosion of an over 50-megaton bomb, 


a protest deputation, including myse 
to the UN in New York talking to 
Tepresented not 50 pickets —-as during 
Our previous visit the day after the 
Soviet announcement of test-resump- 
tion- -but over 2,000. Most of the 
demonstrators had signed petitions 
which we were delivering to be for- 
warded to Khrushchev. 

Vo contain all the demonstrators, police 
had to seal off not one city block, as ante 
cipated, but two. [It was two inonths and 
some 20 Soviet explosions since our 
previous visit, The new second secretary, 
Vladimir Filatov, was more communicative 
than dus predecessor with whom we had 
conferred in late August, bike his pre- 
decessor, he handed us the mast recent 
official news release on the subject, bur he 
did make some effort at elaboration, 

in this effort, he left no doubt whatsoever 
as to the Soviet intransigence on test-Te- 
sumption, Replying to a warm hunmanitar- 
ian appeal from Rose Wood, the woman 
on our deputation, Filatov stated that if the 
Sovict Union deemed tt necessary [0 explode 
the SO-megaton Bomb, the Sovict Union 
would explode it, The sole purpose, he 
said, was “to show. the world we are 
strong”. ; 

He went on to explain, in the manner of 
an instructor teaching the alphabet, that 
“in war there is always an aggressor and 
the only way to deal with an aggressor 15 
foree ”, ' 

Ironically, that very sume evening i 
heard almost the identical words trom the 
mouths of a couple of American siudents at 
a meeting which J addressed. The only 
difference was that they were referring 0 
the Soviet Union as the “ aggressor ” where 
as Pilatov was referring ta the US. When 
1 pointed this out to the students they were 
momentarily bafiled. 

As aur meeting with Pilatoy 
Homer Jack of our deputation told him that 
what he fiad said was the sate as What 
Bertrand Russell had’ aptly characterised 
as “nonsense” following his visit to the 
Soviet Embassy in London, 

Following our departure, five young 
people entered the building for a projected 
sit-in. ‘They were arrested along with 17 
others who thercupan sat down on the 
steps. ALP were subsequently acquitted. A 
couple of days later eight young people, 
most of them participants in the Polaris 


ended, 
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Book this date now! 


SATURDAY [8th NOV. 3 p.m, 


Whitfields Memorial Hall 


Dis ie bei a i a te 


Tottenham Court Rd., London, W.1; 


PEACE NEWS 
CHIRISTHAS FAIR 


These crisis days are making 


} 


Re a et hs ae. 


enormous demands on our slender 4 


\) 

resources, Readers everywhere can} 
help by sending gifts of all kinds 
for sale at the Fair.9 


‘ 


5 Caledonian Road, Londen, N.1 $ 
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Wf, was again inside the Soviet Mission 


the second secretary. This time we 


LETTER FROM AMERICA 


/ ¥ : 
Action project, were arrested for trying to 
vigil dircetly in frant of the building, where 
the sidewalk has been barricaded by police. 

Major protest demonstrations are planoed 


for November [1, formerly Armistice Day 
which is now designated as Armed Forces 


By Jim Peck 


Duy 

Yet despite this upsurge of protest 
against nuclear tests, the Pentagon and 
certain Congressmen have been — loud- 


pedalling their demand for US resumption 
of atmospheric explosions. 


the United Nations 


As c&dpressed by John Pinney in the 
lead-sentence of a page one New York 
Tinws article November bs ° Political and 
miliary pressures on the Administration to 
resume atmospheric nuclear tests mounted 
todas 

OF interest to Peace News readers will be 
the second sentence of diis article: °° Sig 
nilicant international support for such a 
mave by the US was seen in Prime Minister 
Macmillan’s declaration in’ the Hotse of 
Commons thar Britain would eadorse any 
Almospheric testis necessary fo maintain: the 
balance of power im muclear aims.” 

Since the Soviet Union has taken the 
itiative i resuming ouclear tests and has 
thus becoine the nimber one target of 
world condemnation, the US press has 
made an about-face in ity coverage of result- 
ing protest actions. fhe New York Times, 
for instanee, has been carrying daily round- 
up stories abaut anti-Soviet protest state- 


ments and actions which have occurred, 
justflably, the work! over This is in con- 
trast to) when the US was taking the 
iwitiative in nuclear testing. At that time 
i owas extremely difficule ta get press 
coverage for any type of protest action 


against alomic yxplostony. 


Former Daily Worker man 
sits at Soviet Embassy 


JPPETER PRYER, appearing at Marl- 

borough Street Magistrates’ Court 
on Oct. 27, on charges arising from a 
sit-down demonstration at the Soviet 
Embassy, made the following state- 
ment: 

“Exactly five yours aga today 1 stoad in 
the little town of Magyarovar and saw the 
bodies of 80 Hunganans shot down by the 
secret police, Among them were the corpses 
of young people of both sexes, who had 
died when they were on the threshold of 
life; and even the body of an 18-month-old 
baby. A few days later, in) Budapest, 
] watched Russian tanks and shells ex- 
tinguish the newly won fiberty of the 
Hungarian people, 

“tt wis as the correspandent of the 
Daily Worker that twas in Hungary at that 
time. [tL seemed to me that my duty was 
to resign from that paper in protest against 
the crime I had witnessed, and against my 
paper's refusal (o print the iruth about it 

“Hive years afterwards, the Russian 
leaders have committed a still blacker crime 
against Humanity. They have imperiled the 
well-being of all childien, all over the 
world, by their series of hydragen bomb 
tests. They are not, of course, glone. ‘This 


Japanese are Whites 


~-OFFICIAL 
_J SPANESE Visiting South Africa are to 
** be ollicially regarded as Whites, This 
wus announced today by the Group Areas 
Board, which decides on separate living 
areas for different races. The decision was 
taken because Japan is to open an Embassy 
in Preturia next year. 
Chinese resident in South Africa have to 
live in their own separate areas. 


HE SHOULD KNOW 


“ Nathing is more irritating and, in the 
final analysis, harmjul to a Gevernment 
than to have to deal with peaple who will 
net bend ia its will, whatever ihe con- 
sequences.”-«Prime Minister Nehru, 


week's issue of the New Scientist carries 
an article discussing quite seriously, and in 
some detail, the likelihood that preparations 
are being made now either in America or 
Russia or both ta construct the ° ultimate 
deterrent“, the “Doomsday machine”, a 
weapon designed tO climinate all human 
jife on this planet. 

“dt scerned to me last Satnrday that once 
again f had a duty to protest, this time by 
voing peacefully to the Soviet Rurhassy to 
protest against ad? tests and all nuclear 
weapons.” 


Stevenson ‘should 
have been fired’ 


TBPHE invasion of Castra’y Cuba from 

the US was planned in President 
Hisenhower's day, and failed, “ nat 
because it was a bad plan, but because 
it was not carried out” 

Mr. Nixon, tormer Vive-President of the 
US, said in a broadcast on October 21: 
“The plan required two air strikes on 
Castro’s airfields, The first went ahead on 
schedule, and was aniazingly successful, The 
second was called off just before the 
invasion forces Janded, spparently because 
Kennedy reacted to the strenuous objectiong 
Adlai Stevensoa and others close ta the 
political situation were making.” 

General James A. Van Fleet, called aut 
of retitement by the Kennedy Administra- 
tion to train army uniis in guerrilla warlare, 
and speaking in Mlorida on October 30, 
said that Mr. Stevenson "“showd have been 
fired” when he refused to suppart the 
invasion, The US Government, the Cieneral 
stated, had sponsored the invasion and yave 
full Navy escou aod aiy caver ta it frony 
US training bases Stevenson's criticisms 
had deprived the iuvaders of support for 
the Junding force, 

Various US Defence Department oflicials 
have been giving infosmation privately ta 
reporters in an attempt uw discredit Mr. 
Stevenson, Seeretary of State Rusk, ard 
Senator Fulbright, 


Hrievgiy 


Nuclear weapous have entirely removed the 


danger of another world war, aecording 
to Marshal of the Royal Air Force, Sic 
Dermot Hoyle, on November |. He was 
addressing the Royal United Service 
Instuuon. Sir Dermot insisted that a 
return to) conventional weapots would 
not ouly increase the danger of world 
war, but lower our standards of living. 


“Only an certhquabe! ‘bine was when 
wuthiquakes were the greatest of terrestrial 
catastrophes, Wut we have improved on 
all this. bowrite this in the hope that 
your selence correspandent’s comments 
will not be last to history <i history 
there is tao be? Prom oa letuc to The 
fines Yoon: Gerald Barry, 


flighlinder Folk School in Monteagle, USA, 
has now been elosed by the State of 
‘Lennessce. Operations have already begun 
for the continuation of the work of the 
folk school i KRaoxville, fenanessee, under 
the nane of Tinghlander Research and 
Lidueation Centre. 


Aic eaid wardeus giust take they reapon- 
stbilitics more sermusly~-or resign, said 
the fast Sullolk Civil Defeuce Conmpittes 
wn July. To dale, 258 wardens have 
ieaigned, 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
TO moscow 
Copies are still selling fast of the 
Peace News eight-page report on the 
unilaceralists’ march to Moscow. We 
recommend it for distribution ta a 
wide public. 
Fill in this coupon and posi it teday 
To FEACE NEWS, _ 
§ Caledonian Raad, London, N.1. 
Send me ... copy /copies of 
“San Francisco ta Mascow " 


for which | enclose £ t &. tl. 
Copies are Je. dozen (22s. 6d, JO0) past tree 
Single copies éd. (poatage 2d.) 
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EWS: 


Us Air Express 
Rdition 10 cons 


U.S. women 
‘strike’ 
AMERICAN women in thirty cities 

on November 1, demanded an 


immediale ban on nuclear tests, and 
steps towards disarmament. 


tn Washington 600 women delivered a 
petition to Mrs. Kennedy at the White 
House, in spite of the fact that the White 
Honse had made known its displeasure at 
the idea of any demonstration. The women 
then delivered another petition to the 
Soviet Embassy for transmission to Mrs. 
Khrushchev. 


One elderly lady was heard to remark that 
the Americans have not inherited the British 
facility for spontaneous demonstrations, but 
those present had obviously been inspired 
by Lord Russell and the London sit-down 
activities, 

Speaking at the rally, Dr. Henry Crane, 
a Methodist minister, said that the US now 
had the opportunity to recover some moral 
leadership. “ We started this racket,” he 
said, “and it is time we took the first step 
to stop it.” 

In New York, more than 200 women 
pushing prams demonstrated outside the 
Soviet UN delegation building, and the 
American Atomic Energy Commission's 
office, 

In Los Angeles, two thousand women 
marched on federal, state and city buildings 
on November 1, protesting against nuclear 
arms. ‘Phe Mayor responded by inviting 
them to direct their anger “against the 
proper target”. 

The Mayor told the women that he would 
dictate 4 message to President Kennedy 
before noon. Referring to a recent visit 
to Russia, the Mayor said he had talked 
with many people on the streets there, 
“And ('m convinced these people also 
want peace. 1 hope the leaders of the 
world can attain it.” 


As the women filed out, the Sana Fran- 
cisco Chronicle reported, “an inspector of 
the police department’s inteHigence unit 
which deals with subversion stood quietly 
in the background.” 

After a cafeteria tunch the women 
marched to the school administrative oflices 
where they saw the President of the Board 
of Education and presented a demand tor 
the ending of evacuation drills, . . . 


They ure useless and do nothing but 
upsel the children, a mother said, 

Besides these demonstrations of women 
i} major cities, housewives rose to march 
in San Rafael, Sacramento, Antioch, Orinda, 
Wilaut Creek, El Cerrito, and Oakland. 
Che Mayor of Oakland closed his offices. 
In Berkeley, California, 300 men, women 
and children held a 24-hour vigil on the 
campus of the University. 

The women’s strike-for-peace plan origin- 
ated from the home of Mrs, Dagmar 
Wilson, a well-known illustrator of child- 
ren’s books. Tt spread, without formal 
organisation, by ward of mouth, by letter 
and by ‘phone, across the country. 


SAVE THE 
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AIM TO IMMOBILIZE THREE U.S. 


BASES 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


PPE Campaign for Nuclear Disarm- 

ament’s Mass Rally in the Albert 
Hail on Moaday, and the Christian 
CND Group's) Remembrance Day 
Service in Trafalgar Square on Sunday, 
are to be followed on December 9 by 
the most ambitious programme of 
organised non-violent action yet seen 
in Britain. 

A programme announced on Tuesday by 
the London, and various regional Commit- 
tees of 100, includes seven non-violent civil 
disobedience actions aJl on the same day. 

These include the “immobilizing” of 
three US Air Force bases: Wethersfield 
(Essex), Ruislip (West London), and Brize 
Norton (near Oxford). 

Four other demonstrations will take place 
at the city centres in Bristol, Cardiff, Man- 
chester and York. 

Other indications of the growth of the 
movement are: 

1. The extension of industrial action into 
the Dock areas. Peace News under- 
stands that Committee of 100) sup- 
porters at the London Docks will 
shortly be meeting to discuss the hand- 


Solo sit-down 
in Wales 


TWENTY - ONE- YEAR - OLD 
journalist on Tuesday of last week 
became the first anti-nuclear sit-down 
demonstrator in Wales. He was Scots- 
man Bill Fletcher, who conducted his 
solo protest in the middle of the main 
street of Ammanford, Carmarthenshire. 
After his ten-minute squat in a steady 
drizzle of rain, Mr. Fletcher, still holding 
a banner inscribed “No war on_ babies. 
Ban the bomb”, and bearing the CND 
lollipop symbol, was carried by two police- 
men to the pavement, 

But immediately the policemen had left, 
Mr. Fletcher moved back into the busy 
road and squatted. Seconds later police 
hurried out of the police station opposite 
and carted him inside. He was allowed to 
leave soon afterwards but was told that he 
would receive 4 summons, 


Not sabre-rattling 


JPAOREIGN SECRETARY LORD HOME, 
speaking at Carluke, Lanarkshire, last 
Friday, said that we did not brandish our 


Bombs like Mr. Khrushchev because “ al- 
though we have enough nuclear striking 
power of our own to put most of Russia’s 
big cities out of existence, we believe that 
power should be used with discretion and 
responsibility and never in anger and never 
with aggressive intent.” 

Secretary-for-Air Julian Amery, speaking 
at Preston the same day, said that the price 
Bomber Command would exact from the 
Russians for an attack on Hritain is more 
than they could afford to pay. “ Enough of 
our bombers,” he said, “ would get through 
to cripple not just the military potential 
of the Soviet Union, but a large part of 
their population, their industry, and their 
machinery of government. J say this not in 
any spirit of sabre-rattling, but because our 
people do not always realise that there are 
solid grounds for our claim that we can 
uphold peace through strength.” 


CHILDREN! 


No nuclear tests by Britain! 


MASS LOBBY OF WOMEN 


ae 
ee 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Tuesday November 14 from 2.30 p.m. 


lf you are unable to come ask to see your MP at any other time, or write to him. 
Womens’ International League for Peace and Freedom 


29 Great James Street, Landon, W.C,1. 


(Tels CHA 4817) 


Some of the 200 mothers and children who gathered outside the Soviet 
Embassy in London on Sunday to protest against nuclear tests. They 
numbered 500 by the time they reached the US Embassy. Similar pictures, 
of American mothers and children, appeared in US newspapers last week 
as the press covered the activilies reporied in column one of this page. 


ling of supplics for the Aldermaston 
plant and other aspects of direct 
action. 

Thousands are joining the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament; demands 
for literature and for 22,500 badges 
in October represented a new Inigh 
peak. “ Manufacturers cannot keep 
pace with the new demand", reports 
the November Sanity. 


U.S. General 
‘ muzzled’—resigns 


[AJOR-GEN. EDWIN WALKER 
resigned from the US Army on 
November 2 in order to be able the 
better to defend his conviction that 
service ollicers have the right to inter- 
vene in political affairs. 

Earlier this year, General Walker was 
reprimanded for indoctrinating troops with 
extreme Right-wing views on fureign and 
domestic policy. Senator ‘Thurmond of 
South Carolina promptly accused — the 
Defence Department of muzzling ollicers, 
and a Senate sub-committee is to consider 
the reprimand on November 27, It is be- 
lieved that General Walker has resigned to 
be free from mililary restraint when he 
testifies at the hearings. 

Ollicial investigation had revealed that 
General Walker is a member of the John 
Hirch Society, and had tried to influence 
the voles of the servicemen under his com- 
mand in the Presidential election. In_ his 
statement to the sub-committec, the General 
denies nothing of this, but strongly aflirms 
it as his duty. 

His statement recalls that he had sub- 
mitted his resignation once before, in 1959, 
alter commanding troops brought into 
Little Rock, Arkansas, to make possible the 
peaceful desegregation of schools, He had 
then written: “In my opinion the fifth 
column conspiracy and inlluence in the US 
minimise or nullify the effectiveness of my 
ideals and principles, military mission and 
objectives, and the necessary American 
public spirit to support funds and soldiers.” 


BBC broadcasts 


TWAWE first of the six 1961 Reith Lectures 

* on the BHC will be given in the Home 
Service on Sunday, November 12, and will 
be repeated in the Third Programme the 
following evening. 

For the first time since their inception in 
1948, the Lectures are being delivered by a 
woinat-Miss Margery Perham. Their title 
is “The Colonial Reckoning ”, and in them 
Miss Perham will he discussing the circum- 
stances in which British colonial rule in 
Africa is coming to an end, the nature of 
the nationalism and other forces arriving 
to replace if, and future prospects for 
Africans and, in some areas, for Furopeans. 
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CND: full enquiry 
in schools 


Peace News reporter 


OVELIST STELLA JOHNSON, 
mother of Arthur Johnson, whose 
participation in Committee of 100 
demonstrations has aroused contro- 
versy involving Merchant Taylors’ 
School, had a further interview with 
the headmaster, Mr. T. J. P. York. 
“The major pact of the interview,” Mrs. 
Johnson told the Croshy Herald, “ covered 
old ground, and to my mind the whole 
question still rests on the interpretation of 
the word ‘discredit’ in the school rules. 
‘Conduct likely to bring discredit to the 
school’ is liable to punishment, 


Opinions 


“A demonstration is invested with credit 
or discredit according to one’s opinions, In 
the eyes of many eminent thinkers in every 
walk of life, the sight of a schoolboy willing 
to risk arrest in protest against the destruc- 
tion of this planet, or the poisoning of 
future generations, does not bring discredit 
on a school.” 


PN learns that ft] boys of a well-known 
school in Yorkshire also wrote to a national 
newspaper, after reading about Arthur 
Johnson, complaining that they were not 
allowed to receive CND literature, nor to 
hold a Christian CNP meeting m_ the 
school. 

Since the headmaster would not assure 
the newspaper that the boys would not be 
punished if the letter were published, it is 
being held for the time being. ‘The news- 
paper is collecting material for a full-scale 
enquiry into the attitude of school authori- 
ties to CND activities. 


REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 


United Christian 
Witness for Peace 


TRAFALGAR SQUARE 
Sunday, Nov. 12 at 3 p.m. 


A service of repentance, prayer, and 

dedication organised by Christian 

Action and the Christian Group of the 
CND. 
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